Jacob is not God

Genesis 29:15-30:2

 Jacob fell in love with Rachel,  and he stayed. He stayed also because he had no other place to go. His mother Rebekah sent him to her brother Laban to stay there till anger of his deceived brother would fade. Jacob was grateful that he could stay. That was his main reward. He did not have to be runaway any more. That is why he is willing to serve Laban for free.

 Laban suspects that Jacob would want to marry Rachel. Jacob plucks up courage and says he will serve for Rachel for seven years. Rachel has an elder sister, Lea. The problem is that  at that time, courtesy commanded to propose to the elder sister first. Laban knows that it would be difficult for Lea to get married later if he does not marry her off now. Perhaps nobody would want her. Therefore, he decides to deceive Jacob – in a similar way Rebekah had decided to deceive Isaac some time ago. So, Jacob experiences what Isaac did. He has no clue what Laban contrives for him. Jacob works for seven years and the time passes quickly.

 Jacob is going to get married, and his parents are far away.  The family tragedy from the past has its impact even now, at this good time. Jacob will have to get married without his own family. Rebekah sent him away only for a while, till Esau ceases to be angry. However, many years have passed and Jacob plants his own family, while the family of his origin remains split. Bible says nothing about the despair of Isaac and Rebekah over the loss of their son. We can only guess. Maybe, Jacob is looking forward to bringing Rachel home after the wedding.

 The wedding was big, probably with plenty to drink. Jacob did not recognize Lea in his bed – the same way as Isaac had not recognized  Jacob speaking to him instead of Esau. At that time, Jacob had insisted, „I am Esau, Father.“  Today, he gets to know what it is like not to see the other person and be deceived. „What have you done to me?“ he cries at Laban. „Why have you deceived me?“ Jacob despairs. Laban's answer is simple: „It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one. You should have understood that. If you are willing to serve seven more years, I'll give you the younger one too … and you know what? Take her now.“ Odd trades, weren't they? Wedding on credit. One could take offence, slam the door and leave. Or steal Rachel. But Jacob did not do that. He starts to realize that he made a mistake. Many mistakes. Deception brought suffering to the family of Isaac and Rebekah. Jacob has experienced it himself.

What shall deception bring to Laban's family? Esau and Jacob – Lea and Rachel. These siblings have more in common than it would seem on the face of it. The two sisters – asi well as the two brothers – are in an ugly struggle, fight to the death. Contrary to our wishes, we know that even today there is seldom idyllic atmosphere in families. How much suffering and wrongdoing there is in families! Between spouses, between children and their parents, between siblings.

What do the stories say? Why did people act in such a bad way? Their actions were not much worse than ours. One important principle applies today as did thousands years ago. The Lord is able to do his work in spite of human quarrels and deceptions. Despite human anger. Despite despair people can bring on themselves. Despite evil and wars and concentration camps.  God accepted Jacob – as he showed it to him in his dream – despite his mistakes. This old story is permeated with the good news about God who sacrifices himself for man; who, in spite of man's guilt, takes him by hand and lifts him up to Himself. He shows the man meaningful way. The Lord fulfills His plan in spite of all human falls.

Human being is not able to come closer to God out of his own will – on the contrary, it si God who first bows to man. Jacob saw it in his dream, and he will experience it fully in his own life. We were not chosen on our merit. We are not better than other people. God has adopted us so that we could testify this grace to other nations. Much later, Apostle Paul ponders about the fact that all who follow Jesus are saints. But be careful  - our holiness or righteousness does not come from us, but from the Lord's Chosen One. You are holy through Jesus Christ. If it were not for Him, your anger would kill you. The story of Jacob has been written so that we would believe that God does not quit his work in spite of our unbelief.

The same way as God helped Hagar, he helps the contempted sister, Lea. God helps the weak and contempted. He also brings justice to unfair fights. This way, He brings humanity to unhuman actions. Genesis 29:31 says: „When the Lord saw that Leah was not loved, he enabled her to conceive, but Rachel remained childless.“ Thus, thank to God, Lea gave birth to Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah. Their names indicated har faith in God's grace. Her children were God's gift to her. And she learned that God is close to those who despair because of lack of love.

Her sister Rachel is desperate, humiliated.  She has no children. She is jealous. She challenges Jacob: Give me sons, or I'll die!“ She threatens with suicide. The passage culminates with Jacobs reply: „“Am I in the place of God, who has kept you from having children?“ What does it mean? Does Jacob admit finally that his is not God? Did it také it to him so long?

It is a poignant description of human situation. Yes, we are not God. When Jacob had no clue what blessing means he may have thought that he was like God. He could think that blessing means to succeed in everything , to be mighty and wealthy. This faith collapsed like a house of cards. Genuine faith doesn't work like this. Rachel reminded him of his former faith – because Rachel had similar idea of it: you are elected, so do something! If you believe in your God, arrange my healing somehow. Pray or do something – whatever – that I am healed! But Jacob cannot arrange anything. Well, he can do something – he can love. But he seems to be crushed by his own helplessness. Perhaps he thinks that faith is for nothing when it does not work – according our ideas. So he keeps  silent.

What is faith for when it does not help from illness? What is your faith for, Jesus, when you ended on the cross? Faith is not slot machine for our ideas of happiness.  Jacob used to know what to do: he deceived, intrigued. And now? He is helpless. He just says: I am not God...

What is the good news of this story? That man cannot save himself. It is like salvation falls to the hands of Israel gradually. It's a gift. The creation of Israel – the same way as creation of the world – is God's wonder. Another good news is that man is not God. And our righteousness – or redemption – the same way as righteousness and redemption of Israel – is God's holiness and redemption. Apostle Paul said: God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things―and the things that are not―to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God―that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
Thank you, Lord, that you have included us to your history of salvation – through Jesus Christ. May we follow you and obey you according to the example of your chosen Jesus Christ.

