JACOB AT THE WELL

Gn 29/1-14
Last time we ended up with a miracle. We and Jacob experienced what sometimes happened.  Sometimes, after a family drama, one may see a hope. Despite all the troubles that he may experience and he has may caused himself, he suddenly finds out he has the future. It is a miracle. When a man finds out that he can go on. And moreover - that he can go on with a light step. Not with a bowed head, in depresion. When people see unhappiness they say to themselves: that man has had to do something wrong and that´s the reason why he is so unhappy. Especially when we know that those people have brought about troubles themselves. After all, Esau was a scoundrel, Isaac forgot the Lord God, Rebecca wanted to grab the most for her son. Jacob cheated and lied.

One can say: they were rightly punished. They misbehaved – the punishment came, their family splitted out, Jacob has what he wanted – Christian can say that it was the punishment from God. But (as we said last time)  the story is not about punishment but about mercy. 

Jacob had a dream about the Lord who  ran him a ladder down to the earth and  helped him to get up from those sorrow and loneliness. The strenght of the dream continued in a real life and Jacob knew for the first time that he was not alone. Somebody who loved him was there. Somebody else than his parents. Like a stream of living water would have sprung from him.

He thanked to the Lord in his healed heart and said: “Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off...For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.“ Psalm 139.
Jacob got to know the nearness of God and for the first time in his life he experienced the miracle of faith. And so he got blessing this special way. It was not the blessing gained with violence according the way of people – with a  subterfuge but the blessing gained because of God' s mercy. One would never expect this way of getting the blessing. In time of trouble and distress when Jacob was at the bottom of his forces – abandoned and outcast in the middle of a strange country.
Several times people of Israel have had such experience. At the bottom of their forces in Egypt – when they became slaves. In the Babylonian Empire when they were dragged into captivity. Big knoledge comes from big penance and suffering: you will love your neighbour because you know what is to be a stranger and you know what means if somebody takes you and gives you a  hope and forgives you. Jacob experienced this conversion after he had made  a big mistake – after he sinned.
The story wants to tell you: God does not want to punish you – when you are at the botttom – even if you have caused it yourself. He comes undeservedly to  help.  And you will get to know that to love your neighbour is the answer to    the  Lord´s mercy. Jacob believed God: And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, “Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not.“...
He understood that he was not the master of his life. He got to know what the blessing of God meant:  Jacob awaked out of his sleep and he said: “I´ve finally  cleared: the Lord God is with me – and I have not known it till now, I´ve been  blind ...“
That´s why Jacob could get up with a light step and come out.  In fact he had gained the real blessing. Because of it he was not scary. He got courage.  Jacob comes out to the town where Rebecca´s brother may live. And he can see everything on the bright side. And so he can succede in future exams.  He did not complain of suffering long journey. He reached the aim – he saw a well in a field. Once  Abraham´s servant found a wife for Isaac at a well, Rebecca – Jacob´s mother. 
Jacob meets shepherds and he manages to find out that they are coming from Laban. They do not want to speak to him too much. Jacob is probably a suspect person. A stranger, maybe a refugee, i. e. an “under-man“.The whole meeting is  a bit similar to a story from a soap opera: “Brothers, where are you from?“ Jacob starts a dialogue carefully. “From Haran are we.“ Wow, Jacob´s heart jumped. Laban who I am going to. “And is he well?“ “Oh, yes, there is Rachel, his daughter,  ask her! And do not bother us anymore!“
Rachel! Talkative Jacob suddenly dries out. Instead of speaking he gets down to work. He rolls away a stone covering the well, pumps water into a manger and hunts for Rachel´s sheep.  Then he dusts off his hands and says:“I am Jacob your father´s nephew. Rachel I am so glad to be here...“ and he dries his eyes full of teardrops.
Rachel runs home: “Father, there... at the well... Jacob...“ “What? Jacob? My sister Rebecca´s son?“ Laban runs out of his house. “Come here, guy,  the whole mum, come here to embrace you... You are a bit pale, come in, you must tell me everything...“ Jacob feels like in Eden.  He can stay here, he is not a refugee anymore...
What has happend here? Jacob sees and he can see. Like the Abraham´s servant was able to see. He did not sit, stand by and wait for sending a bride from God.  On the contrary – the faith gave him an opportunity to be active.  He did not putt off taciturn shepherds but he saw and looked out.
It is an inspiration for us. Look for good, look for the Kingdom of God actively. After all, “the stone was rolled away.“    
And something special happens. In the whole story about Jacob we can read for the first time that Jacob does something for somebody else. He rolls the stone from the well. It reveals that big strength is hidden in him. The sheppers have discussed and  solved it together but Jacob can do it himself. It is strange how much is hidden in a man – how strength appears when faith and love come into the man.
When Jacob let drink Rachel´s herds it was like he kissed her. In the original the scene trails off very poetically – because words “let drink“ and  “kiss“ in Hebrew resonate.  Jacob was joyfull because of so much happiness at one time that  bursted into his tears.  If was like the revelation of his dream came true. At once he had new brothers, at once he met a woman who would once stand by his side. When Laban got to know that Jacob was there, he ran towards him, embraced him and took him into his house. And there was like in Eden. That Laban´s happy outcry – Laban told him: “You are my blood and my  body!“ came as well as once in the garden of Eden when Eva saw Adam. Jacob was suddenly at home. He had a family, was safe and happy. The lonely refugee Jacob finally finds out brothers, fellowship. But at one time Jacob e.i. Snaky is welcome the relative who will behave to Jacob similarly as Jacob behaved to his brother.
It is not a hap that experience of fulfillment is related to rolling the stone away – to release the living water. We can also read in a gospel what happened when the stone was rolled away – from the grave. Jesus´ disciples got a new hope after all desperation and hopelessness. And they also got to know that through Jesus they were children of one Father. Likewise Jacob suddenly got to know that through Rachel they form one family.  Even Jacob stayed more in the East of Eden than in Eden itself – in spite of this he found the blessing  there. He found Rachel and his life story took a good direction.
As we know from next verses – many examinations are prepared for Jacob. It will reveal that any end is definitive and the far future is before Israel. Again wandering to the promissed land – to the Kingdom of God which is before us and which the Lord God promises Himself. The today´s story wants to tell us: “Look forward and don´t fear, watch for the Kingdom of God.“  
Amen.  
