GOD DOES NOT GIVE IT WITH US EVEN IF JACOB CHEATS

Introit: Marc 8/27-34 
Introduction: Dear brothers and dear sisters. We continue in systematical preaching on Jacob´s family. The topic of today´s worship is “Arbitrary acting of the faithful in the name of faith.”   Jacob´s grandfather Abraham was not able to wait for a promised son so much that he and Sarah made a child with help of Hagar the servant. Similar acts caused of ” a good devotion” have filled the history of mankind. And we should know about it that we do not have to behave so foolishly and that the Lord God knows about it.
Biblical text for the preaching is in Ge 26/34 – 28/9.
After the first listening the story about the second deception of Jacob puts more questions than answers. Why is God on the side of a cheating man? Why didn´t Jacob´s primogeniture bought fraudulently from his brother suffice? Why did he have to cheat not only Esau but even his poor and old father Isaac? It seems that today´s story shows that the aim justifies the means. It could be named: “A story about how Jacob got blessing unfairly .” And it seems he got away with God.
Rebecca and Jacob – and Isaac, too, acted erroneously. In spite of it their later importance and even some kind of holiness forced both   rabbinic and Christian interpreters in all ages to apologize their act and  to put everything dirty on Esau. And so it really seemed that the aim justified the means. Old interpreters put an emphasis on Esau ´s sins. Allegedly Esau pretended a honest man – but till his forties he seduced  married women and after his forties he said that he would follow his father and get married, too. 
Even if Esau followed a bad way it automatically did not mean that Jacob did only good. Sooner we saw Abraham sinned, even Isaac made the same mistake after him. They defrauded their neighbours when they spoke about their wives as about their sisters. 
Esau transgressed the law in different things – e.g. 1) he married because his own iniciative instead letting the choice on his parents, 2) he did not chose his wife from his family and so he broke with tradition, 3) he married a local pagan wife. Isaac the father in the 28th chapter, verse 1, repeats again to his second son Jacob that he mustn´t marry women from Canaan daughters. Similarly Abraham urged his servant when he went out to look for Isaac´s wife.
It all could be logical enough for Rebecca to decide to eliminate Esau from the game because Esau “did not deserve” father´s blessing.  Surely Rebecca planned her  deed according her conscience and because of a good will. Similary once Sarah  thought it was nice to trust God but it was sometimes good to help Him and so she decided to summon the firstborn son through Hagar the servant. It resulted to a broken and dysfuntional family.
Esau made one mistake after another and so it was easy for Rebecca and Jacob to eliminate him from the game and even  more – to think they helped the Kingdom of God. People often think this way. Really – the aim justifies the means. In addition he took his wives´ habits after he had married them and so did parents of life literally hell.
Isaac went blind. Literally his vision got obscured. Probably cataracs. A rabbinic commentary encloses Isaac´s blindness  to torment which he had with wives of Esau. Apparently they burned pagan incense and it dimmed Isaac´s vision. Another interpreter thinks that God Himself put blindness on him not to see idolatry in his own house.

Maybe that blindness was even worse that we can imagine. Maybe Isaac because of  incenses and because he forgot God he sequencially gave up trusting the promises of God. We read that even sooner he liked Esau´s roast and had no fear of God – one commentary says – and so not only his physical vision got obscured but also spiritual. There are a lot of  interesting information  in Jewish interpretations to this story.

However let´s follow an integrated biblical text. We read that after some time when Isaac felt weaker called his older son Esau to bless him.  Before that Esau should have prepared a delicious meal. And now that famous sad conspiracy of Rebecca and Jacob comes.

Rebecca did not understand the election of God. She thought Jacob had to gain his election just with a subterfuge. She forgot that God led a man to the election with His own way which overcame human ways. Both Jacob and Rebecca are in their crises of faith.  They are not sufficently patient similarly as once Abraham and Sarah were not. Rebecca wanted to help the Lord God. She brought suffering to her herself because of her action her loving son Jacob had to escape. Rebecca took  the God´s intention into her hands and  caused suffering with that.

If you read commentaries on this chapter you wonder how old Jewish tradition and also a patristic period are parcial to Rebecca and Jacob. Rabbis advocate Rebecca – why didn´t she tell about her intention to Isaac? Allegedly she could not because the prophecy when she was pregnant with the twins was for her – we read it also in the Bible in 25/23. Allegedly - poor Rebecca – she did not have any other possibility except to cheat Isaac.

Rebecca was convinced that everything was at stake. Who will be blessed he will reign over nations, over his brothers.  Rebecca was able to sacrifice everything – maybe for a vision of power – similarly to many and many women-mothers in the world history. That was why she took all the reponsibility on herself and said if the action would not be succesfull let all the curse fall on her. 
I think that Rebecca made a mistake because she changed the election of God  for some institution of power. Simply she wanted her loving son Jacob would rule. She was not interesting in anything else. The ambuscade came off, even Isaac was in so bad shape his hearing and touch did not serve him. Jacob succeeded in cheating his father that he was Esau with a rather primitive way. There is an important detail in verse 20: Jacob says to Isaac that he was able to prepare the meal so quickly because God had helped him to do it. Jacob dressed into Esau´s clothes literally says: “The Lord, your God”. 
Maybe he pretends Esau so much that he emphases that the Lord is Isaac´s God like Esau has done it. So He is not his God. But  rather applies that Jacob is ashamed so much that he does not confess to  the Lord and called him the Lord of his father Isaac. At the moment he is a god for himself because takes the plan of God into his hands and  deceives not only his father Isaac but the Lord God, too....

Isaac is intoxicated with scent of Jacob´s clothes – maybe there is some irony in that verse. It is said that kid skin leather smells extremely. Jacob managed to convinced his father to give him his blessing. Esau comes, Isaac finds what has happened and starts shaking with fear uncontrollably. After  it Esau starts crying bitterly. Then he gives blessings from Isaac but it looks like a curse. It has confirmed that said before he will serve to his brother. And he says for himself he will kill Jacob. 

The situation reminds us a story about Kain and Abel in something. Similarly as Kain Esau wants to solve the situation with revenge. Equally as Kain Esau listens just to his anger. We are on the bottom of several mistakes and arbitariness. The sin brings  death – literally : “the wages of sin is death”  says an apostle.

Rebecca thinks hard how to protect her son from the death and says an unwanted prophecy that she looses her son on the same day. She will never see him. Jacob stayed at Laban for twenty years and Rebecca should not have to see him anymore. 
What to say at the end?  Esau behaves incorrectly, Rebecca behaves incorrectly, Isaac behaves incorrectly and  Jacob does, too. Each of them makes mistakes in different things. It is a quite tragic story. Bible itself does not try to justify either of heroes. Rebecca acts incorrectly and it will bring a  definitive family breakdown. Jacob will have to grow up into blessing. Thanks to the Lord - but it will take long twenty years.

What awe can happen to Christians?  An outside observer asks. What matters do Christians commite! They speak about peace and justice and nevertheless they commite wickedness and lead wars. I think that a punch line of the story is here. It is a picture of ourselves – about our stumbling and distrust. About our manipulation with what should have to be holy. Probably Rebecca made the biggest mistake with her eagerness. Rebecca simply worried that the Lord God would not have managed it  Himself. It is an exclamation point for us, too – when we and our devote eagerness  sometime save the church because, in fact, we do not trust the Lord God and assume that if we do not do it by ourselves, it will not be carried out.

So are we humans – although we have beautiful devotional goals they sometimes turn into a tragedy in our hands. Jacobs will remind his mistake and his mother Rebecca ´s mistake many times. And he will realize that his journey will be meaningful after he asks Esau for forgiveness. There will be a long journey to get to know that God´s blessing is in something different than  in ensuring the ancestral sequence.

The story wants to remind  us that it makes sense to persevere – even if we go through deep personal losses – and even if we can sometimes realize how terrible mistakes we make. Yet it makes sense to go on. Even if we make big mistakes because of our eagerness God does not give it up with us.The good news in our story lies in the fact that God did not turn from Isaac family even after they had taken the election of God into their hands themselves and badly manipulated this message. The Lord has got hope for God´s people for the future, too. Jacob is a symbol for the whole Israel. The story is also admirable introspection of Israel. We can look at the story as a sign of repentance.

And so the gospel can sound vice versa than it seemed at the beginning. Not that the aim justifies the means. But exactly the opposite: God does not give it up with us even if we fail fatally. Not because Rebecca and Jacob were holly and were given with blessing.  No, the opposite, they failed totally however despite it God did not give it up with them. And this is the good news especially for us: let´s hear the joyful news: God does not give it up with us. Amen.  

