Talents

parable about millions

M 25,14-30

Talent was an amount of money, 1 talent was 6000 denarii. Today we use words like: “buck, grand, melon” and everyone knows what that does mean. Talent was also a unit of weight (around 58kg). 

Denarius was average wage for a day of work. Lets say that today average wage is 1000 CZK per day. Then 1 Talent is 6000 denarii, so nowadays it would be around 6 000 000 CZK. 5 Talents would be 30 000 000 CZK. So lets call it parable about millions. 

The rich men gave a large amount of money to his servants. He had to have a great trust in them. This story talks about our relationship with God. That Jesus has a great trust in us. He entrusts us with great values. 

What strikes the eyes is the injustice. Why does one servant get 30 millions, while the other only 6? Why does Lord give different amount to each of them? Try to imagine 3 of your friends, or if you are parent then your children. You love all of them the same and yet you know everyone is different. One is braver, one is more careful, one is more scrupulous. That’s why you give each of them a different amount. And Lord does the same. These millions isn’t a reward, it is an investment. 

When we are born and even when we grow up we tend to compare ourselves to others. We don’t like the differences between us. Why is she prettier than me? Why is he richer? Why am I weaker? These are questions that no one can answer and that leads nowhere.

Lets see it from the view of the parable. The Lord entrusted each of us some task. He prepared us for life in a different way. It is of no use to compare with, to envy or to loath someone. Everyone gets only those tasks he can handle. Only one thing is important, that each of us do a maximum and does not waste the time that was give to him.

Now we get to the question what should we imagine these talents are. They are everything you have or can do. All you abilities you use to help others. Everything you can do to make life on this Earth more beautiful, happier. It can be your work, your studies, money. 

Lord gave us a gift so we can use more of these abilities. This gift is called Holy Spirit.  When you believe that thanks to Jesus Christ you no longer need to take care about yourself, then you will start enjoying helping others. You will get energy to do good for them. That’s the secret. Sometimes it is called the gift of faith, love and hope. Faith is courage and fantasy, that is the beginning of all. Where is no faith there can hardly be any ideas about how to help others. Love means that you enjoy helping others. That you have joy that you can forgive someone. Hope  means that you count with obstacles in your way but you are ready to fight them. If you got millions but you would lack in gift of faith, love and hope, then there would be nothing left of those millions. 

In the end there was accounting. The Lord came and servants had to show him results of their work. first two doubled the investment. And we might ask ourselves if Jesus wasn’t an idealist. After all, you can go bankrupt in business. What if the one with 30 millions came and told the Lord that he lost everything? Would Lord punish such a servant? I don’t know but I don’t think so.

Jesus wasn’t naive. Even in his time people were going bankrupt. If he uses only successful businessmen in his parable then he wants to tell us that if someone works for God’s kingdom he can never lose. If you forgive someone, if you make someone happy, it is never useless. Sometimes people might laugh at us for it, but your account is God’s kingdom grows with every deed. 

Look at the last servant. He was given 6 millions and he returned them. Why was the Lord so strict with him? Why did he took the money away? We might pity him, he didn’t steal anything after all. But the Lord came back after a long time. What if it wasn’t money he gave him, but a field, which was never harvested, or a tree, a child which was neglected, a youth which was wasted. Time none can take back. A buried million is wasted opportunity, passivity, fear to change something. What we could have done but did not. 

He was defending himself that he feared the Lord. “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed”. Many people today are afraid of God and they rather avoid hearing about Him. But Jesus showed us that God isn’t harsh. He shows Him as a loving father as a friend. He tells us that no one can understand us like He does. Therefore hiding before him is the stupidest excuse.

The only thing which this parable is about is to just do it. To start working for God’s kingdom. To start thinking and living, not for ourselves but for others. It is still time. Our Lord has given his gifts and he hasn’t returned yet. But he might return tomorrow. So why don’t start today living like Jesus did? After all, we know that we cannot bankrupt with what he gave to us.

Amen

