HOSANNA, THE SON OF DAVID
- Palm Sunday -

Mt 21:1-14

Whenthe crowdscalled "Hosanna", they didn’t confessglory to Jesus, didn’t call Him king,anddidn’thonor Him."Hosanna" translated as"glory" is a translationmistake.In the firstliturgy theword "Hosanna" alreadyfiguresin the wrongmeaning of "glory" asasynonymto the word "Hallelujah." Itsreal meaningand the reasonwhythe crowd called itatthe entranceof Jesusinto Jerusalemis"preserve" or "liberate". Thiscorresponds to thecontext.Crowds ofpeople reflectedtheirdesire forpolitical and nationalfreedom inthe LordJesusChrist.Therefore "liberate"! Of course, liberatefrom the dominion ofthe Romans.Or "preserve" of course usas a nation sowemay not perish.

Jesus arrives into Jerusalem and the crowd shouts "liberate" and "preserve", because it expects that Jesus will overthrow King Herod, drive out the Romans and take the scepter. They don’t recognize different minor details in Jesus' entrance into the capital. These subtle differences from similar entrances of past kings. The crowd sees only its own idea. They see only their own personal desires and wishes.


Evangelist Matthew later, however, correctly distinguished the subtle differences between the entrance of political kings and the entrance of the king of kings - Jesus, whose kingdom is not of this world. He correctly connects it with the ancient prophecy of the prophet Zachariahabout the humble king who’s not riding on horseback, but on the young donkey. Jesus did everything as the prophet foretold, He even says to his disciples togetHim not a horse or camel, but a young donkey. But the crowd is blind and roaring. Mass hysteria is usually like that.
Recently we were able to learn of howmass hysteria looks like from our unbeatable American model when promotional discounts are in the U.S., when people were buying what they would not buy with a cool head (and they almost trampled each other). We also heard about the lottery madness, here known asthe craziness of the sports fans; maybe we took part in mob demonstration to support the right thing. For all these crowds it sometimes happens that the right things, which originally had the point, somehow harden into mere outlines and fighting and screaming only "win", "do it", "kick it", "yuck" and "free". In fact it cannot be done otherwise. The crowd usually doesn’t chant more than a few words. The crowd on Palm Sunday was as any crowd of our time. Crying "liberate" and "preserve", but they don’t ask how it should be done, what means to use, at what price it will be, whowill pay it, or how many lives it will cost. The crowd never deals with these questions. None of these people are interested at that moment. Easily and perfectly logically this crowd a few days later changes and in Pilate’s courtyard shouts the opposite: "crucify" and "His blood on us and on our children." That is why I personally don’t like mass demonstrations. Although I recognize that they have their intimidating charm and those who rule and are not afraid of individuals are at least afraid of riots of the crowd.

Thus Jesus enters the city accompanied by the shouts "preserve" and "liberate". Does He agree with what they say? Yes, that’s why He came to us people to "preserve" the human soul from perdition, and "liberate" it from sin and eternal damnation. He doesn’t care that the crowdreflects only its short-term animal targets to theirshout. He goes to His goal, which lasts forever. "Preserve and liberate". Become the King of humble hearts, poor, blind, crippled, lepers and sinners. Soon He will be exalted above the rest, but not on the throne, but on the wood of the cross. He won’t run away. Government, which He will raise and freedom that He will bring, did no other king until then and no other king in our time. Jesus is the King riding the donkey who gives Himself to liberate and preserve.

What happens if we’ll invite Jesus truly into our lives? What do you think it will be like? That it will be only joy and glory? Yes, it's nice to praise God, to enter into praise, rejoice with others. Welcome Him as He was welcomed in Jerusalem by those who have only heard of Him so far. We also heard. And we also welcome Him. But do we let Him truly enter into the temple of our hearts? Did we give Jesus really the whole heart? The whole?And what about the stands of our ideas and plans? What about the tables where we negotiate great deals at the expense of others and at the expense of God, simply for our own benefit? Did we allow Him to demolish them? Did we allow Jesus to drive out everything that He doesn’t like? EverythingHe’s jealous about,that He’s many times not in the first place in our lives? You know, anyone who loves someone is longing to be in the first place for the other. Also deeply loved, like nothing else and nobody else. Jesus loves us. Each of us.He ardently loves you. And wants to make you happy. He wants the fullness of the Spirit of God and purity to dwell in you, because that's the greatest joy and happiness. And He wants to give us all of it. He wants to heal us. Yes, it must hurt first. Are we willing to give up everything? Even what we like the most? Our ideas and plans?Our merits? It's not easy but it's worth it.

When Jesus came to Jerusalem, what was the first thing He did? He first went to the heart of the city. The temple of God. And first He made radical cuts there. Then He went and healed the lame and the blind. The same needs to happen inside of us. It’s necessary to understand Jesus. His actions. Jesus wants to go first also to our hearts. While we want from Jesus just a good things, healing, forgiveness, love in our relationships, that everyone will be nice to us, He wants to start working first with your heart. Not with those of others. We often see bad things around us, not in us. We want everything around us to change. But first you need to change yourself. Will you allow Jesus to begin with you? Only when your heart is healed and purified, then the recovery comes into other areas of life. It will never be otherwise. And when we allow Jesus to do so, what will He find in our hearts? What stands do we have there? Let him destroy them and He will make our heartsto see God's kingdom. And we won’t be lame anymore, but we’ll walk in faith and power of the Holy Spirit. True healing really comes into our hearts after the things that are often so hard to give up are removed. Maybe we feel that we don’t need more, that we are according to God's ideas, but the word of God, when we receive it, gives us the ability to see through.

Brothers and sisters, we often wail over about how weak is our faith, how our weaknesses roll us, how we lack the power of God, joy, and true love that Scripture promises in our lives. To be honest, we must conclude that we cannot walk in faith, so we areas lame. And many times we don’t hear the call of God's word or we don’t respond to it, after all, we have a lot of our own worries. So we are deaf and blind as those really deaf and blind in the temple courtyard. But only Jesus can remove the spiritual paralysis, deafness and blindness. He has the power to heal us, but only if wewon’t welcome Him only with joyful praise in which we feel good. Let’s accept not only His love and mercy, but also justice and sincerity. Letthe Lord Jesus get closer to you, to your heart, to the standswhich you defend,which are so important to us, as we think. Maybe it will hurt; maybe it will invert our priorities, now set in our favor. Perhaps Jesus will invert what we lived in for many years, what was the custom throughout the society. But only then comes true healing, then we will walk in faith and see through. Maybe in that crowd, in which happily with branches in their hands welcomed Jesus, were people like us. Some of our ancient ancestors. We all come from Adam and Eve. We cannot know how our ancestorsbehaved back then, but we can determine how we are going to behave now.

Amen
