GIDEON WINS

Introit: “In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”

 John 16:33
Text: Judges 1:12-22



Dearbrothers anddear sisters! This storyis mostlyabout warwhile wethank Godlivein peace anddo not sufferanyimmediateinjustice. Butas Christianswe arealwaysinafight.Primarily wefightwith our ownselfishnessandcomfort, many of us havethe greatwork aimsand tasks, while others strugglewith theirillnesses andconcernsand togetherweare engagedin missionarytask to spread evangelism. All thisis a fightthat requiresfull commitment, courage, inventionand faith.Therefore,this part of the story can be inmany waysinspiring to us.We allhave a task from Godin this worldandits achievingand ongoingfilling has a nature ofthe fight.Good thingin this worldisalwaysin the minority;the work of Godis oftenin danger, under the pressureof the evil, and needs abravedefenderwhowould liftthe torchof truth, love and nobilityas high as possible.



The first thing we can take fromtoday'sstoryis Gideon'sconviction thatthanks to Godhe wonbefore hebeganto fight.Gideongoesto waras the winner.Thatgives himstrength andcourage toattackagainst thenumerical superiority.Midians aredefeatedinthe eyes ofGideonlong before theycould beginto fight.One dream and itsinterpretation were enough andGideonbelievedthat he could win.But it was nota prophecywhichguaranteed the success itself.Nothinghereis done and won automatically, sotheman himselfdidn't have to do a thing. Gideonhas to walk to victoryon his own feet.Itdoesn't just fallinto his lap.He mustgain hismen for it.He mustundergothe greatestriskand becomethe proverbialmousewhoroarson thelion.But justbecause hedid it,and because hebelieved thatGodwill help them, the dream becomes a factand promisedvictoryturns intoan unexpectedreality.



I think that weas Christiansshould learnand masterthis approach.We too maygo through lifeanddealwiththe problemswith the belief thatvictory isours.Christpromisedus, like Gideonpromised his men. Faithin Christ'sfinal victorycan become astrengthand power sowewere able tofightallevil,cruel,and unjust. You maylosesomethingin life. We may fail a few times. But at the end these arejustinsignificantskirmishes. Overall,ourlifebattleis won. IfChrist conquered deathand redeemedus fromsin,then we cannotlose–if wefightandstriveon His side.



Thatmeans a greatrelief for us,and also reinforcement and a healthyself-esteemface to face to alltroublesanddifficultiesthatroll on us.LikeGideon'smenwonby faithin God, also we can win an unexpectedvictory with thefaith andbelief inGod's help.Our faithchanges andaffects ourlives.The Gospeltells us thatour sinhas beenforgivenfor Christ'ssacrificeon the cross.But the morewe believe, the greater is ourgratitudeand the power to end theeviltoday.The Gospeltells us that there isno othername for whichwe must be savedthanthe name ofJesus.And the morewe believe the more inventiveand more urgentare ourmissionaryefforts so that people could meetwith the Gospelin an understandableform.In human lifeeverything dependson whatone believes in. That is whywe must notbesurprised whenwe see howhypocrisy, falsehood, cunningandbrute forcearound us wins. Butwe believe thatthewinnerwill bequiet,justandpoorking who arrived on a donkey. And the morewe believe,the more oftenwe actwiththis faith,the more the worldwill be fairer already, more beautiful andloving.



The secondthing wenoticeis thatGideonand his menattackedat night.This was not theonlysurprise. At that timeno one foughtat nightanddidn't even try anything else!People were afraid of the nightanddarkness because at nightruleddifferent godsas during the day.Nightwas thestamping groundof variousdemons andterrors. So peopleat nightcrawledinto theirtents,pulleda blanketover their heads andwaited forthe nightto pass.



Abraham had already attacked at night and rescued Lot. And now Gideon.It is good to believe in one God. Even the greatest horror which rolls up to us has its weak point. And it is worth looking for them. In other words – every opponent except God himself can be beaten. Everyone has his Achilles' heel. Hitler had it, the Communistshad it, and Islamic terrorism has it too. But also every disease and every annoying man has it. For each poison there is an antidote, a cure for every illness. But only those who believe will look for it and not give up, even if they lose. Like Gideon found a weak spot of Midians, we will find cranny of freedom and hope despite everything that rolls on us. We just must never give up.


However, we should add that Gideon doesn’t fight for his own thing and personal benefit. His fighters called: "For Gideon!” but with the same breath: "For the Lord!" This means that we may trust and hope in a sure and final victoryonly when our fight and efforts are identical with God's interest in this world. It cannotbe just about our selfish goals and ideas. Although it is dangerous to combine human and God's name – but on the other hand, it's the only way to try self. Is it what I seek in life in accordance with God's will? Can I say that what I work on, what I try, to what I sacrifice my time and strength is in God's interest? If not, I can continue, but only on my own.



God’s thing and God's interest in this world is nothing foreign and inaccessible to us. God’s thing is upbringing of our children. God’s thing is the common good and prosperity of this country. God’s thing is healing from illness and brave coping with it. God’s thing is the development and life of our church. Each of us has the ability and opportunity to participate with his piece of work on implementation of God's intentions. But not everything we do and prepare is in God's interest and I think that we all are able to distinguish quite well what is our thing and what is God's thing. Therefore we don’t have to hold by those things so much. When we lose them, nothing serious happens. However, if it is God’s thing, then we cannot lose even if it looked so a hundred times.

Amen
