GEDEON, ASK!

Judges 6:33-40



JezreelValleywas one of themost fertileparts of thePromised Land.There wereplentyof watersources.So it is no surprise thathungrynomadsfrom the desertcame here tostealthe crops.Sadly, however, theIsraeliswere unableto defendthem. For the first time they metwith such a robbery nationwhich could quicklymove on great distancesoncamels.Israelis escaped before theminto the mountains.No one hadthe courage tofight with thosethieves. The problemwas not that theenemy wasoutnumbered. If the whole Israel gathered, theycouldfight. Butwhowould call them and lead them? Andwhy would those who were notdirectly threatened go tofight? None ofus canfight forwhat we don’t desireand don’tbelieve in. We see that many timesin the pastit was not about thestrength andsuperiority in numbers. The most powerfulweaponand the powermanhas ishis faith. Butthat is whatthe Israelisgraduallylost.Just astoday.They abandonedthe Lord.Whorelieson everythingcannotrely on anyone in thecriticalmoments.Just astoday.A person whodoesn’t believethe LordGodwhen hedoesn’t lackanything, hardly believes Himwhen he’ssick andinfear.And sothey all justlookedwith resignationas theyenemies take everything. Just astoday.ButGodremainsfaithful to us and preparesHishelp.However, it won’t be some cheap miracle.The enemywill not leavethe countryby himself.Victorywill have to begainedheavily. But notby forceorweapons- but by thecourage andendurance.



When there wasno man whowould standagainst the enemy, we read thatGod'sSpiritempoweredGideon. Heblew theram horn andcalledtogetherfirsthis relatives, then Menasse tribeand eventuallythree othertribes of Israel. Itiseasy to sayfrom the pulpit thatsomeonewas empowered by theSpirit of the Lord. But how does ithappenthatfrightened and disappointed manbecomesa braveheart? At first glance it seems that the authority ofGod'sspirit mustbe somethinginexplicable andunpredictable. Butthe Biblespeaksdifferently.Gideonremains a man who hesitates and doubtsevenafter empowering bythe Spirit of God.He stillmakes mistakesand doesn’t knowwhat to do.Having theSpirit of Goddoesn’t meanthat someoneautomatically becomesthehero.



For better understandingof what isempoweringby the Spiritcan help usa literaltranslation fromHebrewwhich saysthat the LordGodclothedGideoninto theSpirit. Peoplepreviouslyputmore weighton their clothesthan today.Everyonewas wearingsuch clothingwhichbelongedto him. The King wasdressedinpurple, a priest in a speciallinengarment, etc. And when a man waschargedto some task, hewas dressedinstrangeclothes.Today we stillknowdoctorsby white coats, policemenbyuniforms, etc.



Being empowered by the Spirit of God, beingclothed in the power of God and the righteousness means to accept a specific taskfrom God. Take responsibility for God's thing. Risk your life and honor, so that what God wants could happen. Nothing more, nothing less. Gideon is far from being clear. He still doesn’t know what to do. He cannot do miracles. But God showed him the task and he accepted it. He stopped being silent and hiding behind the others. He got out of the crowd and changed the lives of many people by giving them the leader. God needs people who will stop hiding and take God's thing as their own. Adopt a mission from God and devote their life to it. Godactsthrough such people. What it means - to accept God’s challenge. Put on endurance and justice and make no excuses. The world may be full of Gideons, if only they were willing to take off their own interests and goals and take on the mission which God has entrusted us to do.



But how does one know that the received task is really from God? How do we know that we did not make it up, that it’s not just our pride and the need to immortalize somehow? Our story replies to this with a very unusual story about "laying the fleece." There is some significant context. Interestingly, Gideon asks a sign from God when he already has an army of four tribes around him. His challenge was met with enthusiasm of four tribes of Israel. People - even though they didn’t know him - accepted him as their leader and came at his command. So Gideon doesn’t need a personal confidence. He already has it. It even seems that success is imminent. People finally got out of their hiding places to expel the enemies from the country. The victory seems within reach. But precisely in such moments people should pray the most. When things begin to flourish, we may be tempted to rely only on ourselves. Then it begins to seem that we don’t need God anymore. And right now we should seek God even more. People are easily empoweredby pride. Noncritical leader will lead the nation into disaster. Courage and strength of the crowdis not enough. Faithful people must still ask whether they didn’t believe just in their own wishes and ideas.



Gideon did unbelievable thing. Since when can one test God and force Him to act so and differently again? After all, it looks as if Gideon demanded proof of God's power and existence. And if the Lord gave Gideon such evidence, why does He not provide it to us as well? Gideon, however, lived in a different time than we do today. Ancient man was not an atheist. He didn’t have the slightest doubt that God exists and has enormous power. He saw the proof of God’s existence all around him. The fact that the sun is rising, starsare shining; the trees grow and childrenbear. But what ancient man doubted was whether he is in favor with God. Whether Hewill help or prefer someone else. Gideon’s request was indeed bold but humanly understandable. It should decide whether Gideon may rely just on God's help and blessings.



But why he does the same thing again and vice versa? Even if we accept the first sign, the second doesn’t fit. But the second sign has a meaning. It's not blasphemy or testing of God. When Gideon laid the fleece again the next day, he’s asking God to give the oppositeresult than the day before. In this way Gideon recognized important thing. That at one and the same place and in a short period of time everything may be different!! If Midianitestrouble us for seven years, it doesn’t mean that it cannot changeovernight. Quite the contrary. As weather conditions were oppositetwo nights in the row, also the Midianites are here today and tomorrow may not be. If we fear them today, tomorrow we can fight them. When you imagine how easily a person succumbs to the impression that things cannot change - just remember what we thought until now asforever unchangeable - then we understand how important it was for Gideon when he found an example of incomprehensible changein nature. 



In order to prove some things, man needs first to see them as small. If believing in the victory of good things, he needs to listen to the story that something similar had ever happened. It is good to look around, listen to fairy tales while praying. When one wanders through the mountains, learns humility and silence. When planting a tree, he learns to wait. When Moses tamed the snake, he believed he could tame Egypt as well, which had a snake in its symbol. When David was able to protect his flock against bears, he believed that he could stand against Goliath. When the disciples found out that people from all nations understand them at Pentecost,they believed that the gospel will spread throughout the world. Faith doesn’t need evidence, but examples.Ask for them. Give thanks for them. 


Amen

