GIDEON CHOOSES

Introit: "Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts."Zach 4:6
Judges 7:1-15


Dear brothers and dear sisters!


When a man wants to hear birds singing, he must go into the forest. There is a beautiful quiet and you hear only birds chirping and the whisper of the wind in the trees. In fact, birds are also singing in the city. However, man doesn't hear them because their singing is drown out by cars and trams.


It is similar with God's help. One can clearly realize it only when he's really hopeless and desperate, and God will still help him. Then we clearly see to whom we owe for help and deliverance. In fact, the Lord always helps us. But until a person can help himself, he usually doesn't perceive and admit God's help.


Therefore the Lord says to Gideon: "The people who are with you are too many, for Israel would become boastful, saying, ‘My own power has delivered me."

Maybe someone feels that the Lord is just drawing unnecessary attention. As if He was afraid to be forgotten. Why else would he force Gedeon to fight with only 300 volunteers instead of thirty thousand? But this is not about the glory of God but about our own good. If Gideon won with thirty thousand and God's help, all Israel would have said: We won with our own power. And when Midianites attacked again, no one would have remembered the Lord God. They would confidently stand against enemies, suffer defeat and bring their country into a new disaster. When our Lord God prevents us from being proud, it is because of His love and grace. When the Bible teaches us not to rely on our own strength and number, when it encourages us not be afraid of working on great things in weakness and imperfections - then it has two good reasons: It protects us against pride and illusions and helps us to realize better God's help and learn to count on it.


That's why it's good if you occasionally find yourself down and stuck. If we always knew what to do, we wouldn't remember the Lord God, and when we realized our pride, it would be too late.


Gideon first appealed to his men that anyone who is afraid and trembling should go home. Two thirds of the volunteers went away after this call. Giving to fearful an option to return home was incorporated into Israeli martial order. One fearful person can sweep ten brave, so it was better to leave. When someone wants to fight, must know why. You cannot win of compulsion. This again shows us how important it is to give big weight to our personal commitment and faith. Even today it's not only an economic power and success rates that matter. Equally important is our personal conviction and consciousness of God's authority. History and the future are not created by easily influenced and excited crowd, but rather small groups of purposeful people who know about their mission. If 300 people could liberate Israel, it's possible that even today relatively small group of people in this nation and city can move with something. But not that we isolate, but that we take care of something important and we won't complain that there's not a lot of us or that it has no value. Fewer people are often capable of much more.


But even ten thousand brave is still a lotto Lord God. In the first refinement every man tested himself. 2/3 left. Now God is going to test them. Troops are asked to go to theCharodspring and drink before the coming fight. One could think that how man drinkis not important, but who knows the Bible a little, knows what difference lies precisely in that drinking. Most men, before they drank, knelt down and gave respect to the source of the spring. Therefore,those are people who take seriously also pagan deities besidesthe Lord and keep them obligatory respect. Gideonwon’t need such people. They could fail and disappointin the decisive moment. Gideon’s act will be so brave that it requires people who have it well arranged in heads. Those whodon’t negotiate with anyone.Clearlyconfessingonlythe Lord.

However, it seems that the test takes place at the spring Charod without people realizing that Gideon is carefully observing and picking them. They act instinctively and not as they think they should act. And this is the best reflection of who is who. It is the same as in Jesus' parablewhen the people at the last court ask in surprise: "Lord, when did we see you hungry, sick, imprisoned, and did not visit you? And Lord Jesus says, "You helped me the most when you weren’t thinking of me and helped ordinary people."


Whether we are truly faithful to God is best demonstrated in the moments when we don’t think about it. Like it is said that people raise their childrenmost when they think about itleast.Our regular visit of the church and prayer before a meal are not the only things that show our faith and faithfulness to God - but our most common everyday actions do. How I behave to my overworked wife, to my teenage children, to my aging parents or to my subordinates – this is the best way to see my true faith. On how we treat our money and free time we can see how it's actually between us and God and how seriouswe are with our faith and prayers.
But the important thing is that those who left or had to leave are not booed. After all, their services will be neededwhen defeated enemies will be leaving the country. It is necessary that those 300 brave won’t humiliate and ridicule anyone with their own courage and firm faith. There are times when it is necessary to separate from certain people. At the moment and certain task they would have been only a burden. But that doesn’t mean they are bad, useless and rejected. While some men fight in the first row, the others will protect escape routes. And they will also be entitled to a share of the spoils. It is a distribution of tasks. Everyone should stand on a place to which he fits and can cope with it. As we learn later from Scripture, among those who left were also Gideon's own brothers. And although they just protected the rear, they died in battle. Therefore they are equally famous and important as those three hundred heroes who expelled the enemy just with screaming and lights of their torches. In the Church we are all equally important. Not just those three hundred. Those fearful, stumbling and searchingare also invited into the kingdom of God.

After all, even those three hundred brave need more help and signs. Gideon himself - although gifted by the Holy Spirit, must admit his fear. He descends at night into the camp of enemies and hears two guards who interpret the dream: "Behold, Ihad a dream;a loaf of barley bread was tumbling into the camp of Midian, and it came to the tent and struck it so that it fell, and turned itupside down so that the tent lay flat.” His friend replied, “This is nothing less than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given Midian and all the camp into his hand."

Scripture says that when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation from the mouth of enemies –he bowed to the Lord. In the middle of the enemy's camp he believed that God gave him victory and rushed to reassure hisco-fighters.
When the Lord God helps, it's not incomprehensible magic. It's help that man must gradually learn to use. First, God awakens the faith and determinationin man by His word. He helps him to overcome his own weakness and uncertainty. He teaches us to do things from small to large. He reveals the anxiety of our opponents and rivals. He teaches us to rely not on quantity but on our own beliefs. And who let himself to beledby God's word and proceed step by stepcan changethings which he consideredunchangeable. This is true not only for the history of nations. It's also happening in the stories of families and individuals. 
Amen
