GEDEON, DO NOT RULE!

Introit: Lift up your heads, o gates, and be lifted up, o ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in! Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, o gates, and lift them up, o ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in! Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Psalm 24:7-10
Judges 8:22-28

Dear brothers and dear sisters! History knows kidnapping of royal babies, murdering whole families, hiding royal descendants, imprisonment of princes, etc. Everything because of the government. Because of who will sit on the throne next. There was always a lot of fuss around the king. Why? Because the king determined many things. By the good government are good moral standards in the country. With the poor king came on the contrary abuses, thievery, and corruption. Not only then but even today and in every age. Even in 100 years we will always depend on the government. And even the one who is not responsible to anyone of the people, but only to himself, has the king: himself. In short, as we’ll always have the poor among us, so we’ll still have a king above us. He doesn’t need to have a scepter with an apple, but he certainly will speak into our lives. As today, as in 100 years. Who will it be? And who is it today? Who did we choose? Who rules us? Who commands us?


Gideon says to Israel: "I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you." And the Lord has appointed that his son Jesus will rule the earth. But His kingdom,though in this world, is not from this world. You have to choose it for yourself. He doesn’t force you to accept his rule. He doesn’t have a police of angels who would legitimize you, interrogate and force you to acknowledge His rule. He comes as a king for which you must decide. And not all of them do so, even when He owns everything here on earth. He doesn’t break in with the power and strength. He doesn’t impose with the embarrassing ads. After all, phenomenon in the sky can see only the one who can raise his head to the night sky from all envy and fighting on the earth. But not so that he straightened his back, but to realize in awe before the majesty of the Lord in the silent night that he’s just a crumb of earth and dust. 


But what about us. Fools from the big city. We don’t have time to look up to the sky. We have lost faith. We have no fear. And we live as if nothing sacred existed. To see the stars takes time, humility and respect. Time to think. Humility for us not to take ourselves so terribly important. A respect for the One who can direct every comet to collide with our planet in the very next year. We don’t have the last word in this world, but the One that is coming.

When Gideon finished victorious crusade against the Midianites, enthusiastic Israelis came to him and asked him to become their king. This is quite logical and natural thing. When someone proved like Gideon, let him lead us, let him represent us, let him rule us. Where can we find better, wiser and braver one? For Gideon it was tempting offer, only a few could resist it. 


Having a king was an amazing invention back then. A nation that had a king was convinced that they have a god who is visible, alive and powerful. So they were willing to give him their best sons and daughters and to pay high taxes. They were willing to listen to the king and to follow him, because they believed that he would protect them, preserve them and keep them alive. So when the Israelis ask Gideon to become their king, they want to imitate other nations that already have a king. But in fact it was an attempt to get rid of the Lord and rely on man instead. A nation that had a king didn’t have to pray to God and wait for anything. It was enough that the king commanded to attack.


If Gideon refused it, he deserves our admiration and respect perhaps even more than for all his previous war victories. Sometimes it’s easier to resist the attacks of enemies than slapping the shoulders from the friends. It’s easier to spoil man with praise rather than ridicule. Fortunately, Gideon has his head and heart in order. God chose well. Youngest and smallest. Gideon knows very well that Israel needs no king. The Lord is closer to His people than any king. The Lord God is not mysterious or distant. He hears the call of the oppressed and prepares their salvation. It is God who forgives and encourages from His own will. Letting some other person come between myself and the Lord would mean loosing the most valuable and precious things that trust in the Lord brings. Personal relationship. The gift of prayer. Hope in God's grace and faithfulness.


Therefore everything we say, we do, we claim or enforce – we must do with great humility. None of us is the final authority. We don’t have the last word in anything because someone else will have it. When the Lord Jesus will come again to this world, we’ll be astonished and amazed. The astonishment is that what we read in the Bible will happen, but what we have already ceased to believe, or we customized the interpretation to our own ideas and needs. When Christ comes, we will be surprised how many things we have misunderstood and misrepresented by our selfishness, fear and personal interests.


Each of us will get into a situation when he has to decide about something or someone. And in a similar situation as Gideon who was offered the kingdom. Having power over someone is a huge temptation. Whenever one thinks that he understands something, when it seems that he can do something, when he’s praised and admired by others, when he has power, when he has the option to condemn someone – in all such moments it’s good to remember Gideon and say to yourself – not me, but the Lord is my king. My king is still to come and I cannot sit in his place and speak for him. 
Our king is still on the way. He have said many things, but not yet the full truth. If we acknowledge Jesus Christ as our king, then there are decisions that we cannot do yet just because they are reserved only to Him. There are phrases that we cannot say yet just because only He can say them. We are not masters of this world and it must be seen on us today. 


There is still time. If Jesus hasn’t come to this earth again, this means that we still have an opportunity to repent and correct. Let's use this time to establish an order in our hearts and conscience. We should give God His place. The throne, on which we are so pleased, must remain empty. As in the days of Gideon. Jesus really cannot be replaced by anything or anyone. 

Amen
