GOGEDEON

Judges6:2-24


Dearbrothers,dear sisters! At the beginningof our story we read that the Israeliscommittedevil things and the Lorddelivered them intothe hands of the enemies.However, we shouldn’tseethat as a punishment withwhich Godjudgesand punishesadulteryof His people.Ifa person doessomething bad, it justhasbad consequences.The evilwhichweighupon us isnota punishment fromGod, but the resultof what we dowrong.Evilwhich Israeldidarose from the factthat they stopped trustingthe Lord.Instead, they started to relyon naturaldeitieswhichpromisedthemcheapsuccess andprosperity.Maybeyou don’t think it’sthatevil.Itdoesn’t matterwhatone believes. But when theraidersfrom the desert came, instead of fighting themwith God’s help, Israelisranbefore theminto the mountainsand lost everything.The more ismancraving onlyfor success andprosperity, the easier he collapseswhenhe loosesthese things.



Trusting the Lord is not only a spiritual and purely private matter which is nowhere to be seen. Our faith has a direct impact on how we live. To leave God means sooner or later to lose freedom, courage, hope, life well-being and satisfaction. It may take years for all these effects to occur, but the longer we leave God, the worse are the consequences and then it takes even longer to give it all back in order. When the Bible says that the Lord delivered Israel into the hands of enemies, it wants to say that even in the bad times(which they caused all by themselves), He didn’t abandon them. Even when they were in the hands of enemies, they didn’t become indifferent to God. Lord let them to know what it means to abandon them, but at the same time He hoped they would return back to Him. God, in whom we believe, is so good and kind, that even evil things and suffering that we have brought to ourselvesHe turns to good and helps us to free from them.



When Israel was completely impoverished by Midian, theyfinally remembered the Lord again and began to cry for help. And God said to them that He sent them a prophet. And he poured pure wine. He told them that the real cause of their distress are not the Midianites, but themselves. But that is precisely not what one wants to hear. When something is bothering us, we imagine who else should change, but we forget ourselves. A lot of our life problems and worries have a cause especially in us. Many of our troubles could be changed or at least greatly eased if we realize our share of guilt. When a person calls for God’s help, he must count on the fact that he first learns that he’s responsible for the majority of his problems.



But the Lord doesn’t tell us only the bare truth. He shows us our mistakes so we won’t repeat them unnecessarily, but He also offers us the deliverancefrom their consequences. However, His help is not so much in solving and correcting our mistakes for us so we find everything done. Help of God is that God literally convincesGideon and his faithful to fight for their freedom and dignity alone. With their own hands and hearts.With their courage, hope and faith.Nevertheless, Gideon and other Israelis will have to certify great courage, perseverance and consistency. They will experience doubt, fear and uncertainty. And yet God will always support them, encourage and strengthen them, so that what seemed impossible - to get rid of the oppression of the Midianites - eventually becomes a reality.



But let’s not anticipate events. For now Gideon is still fearful and angry. God's messenger finds him thrashing corn in a wine press. He’s hiding in the vineyard when angel of Godcomes to him, addressing him as"valiant warrior!"Is this not a mockery? Manis worried about the living and God makes him a hero! But it’s neither criticism nor ridicule, as call to action. God sees us not only what we are, but also what we can be. What possibilities and opportunities are within us. In other words, God sees us such as we could be with His help - and we are notyet.



It's like when Jesus addresses the fishermen Simon, saying: "You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My Church." And yet we know that Peter was in fact weak and uncertain. But eventually he became a rock. Similarly Gideon. So far he’s fearfully looking around himself. But God tells him: "Now you can be a hero. Now I needyou to change something in Israel."



And then it really depends on the person. You either accept the call from God and His invitation or everything will continue the same. From many Bible stories we see that just from the people to whomyou would never tell God is able to raise brave and faithful servants. David was a shepherd of sheep, Moses unacknowledged revolutionary, Samuel was a child, Jeremiah indecisive boy, Isaiah dreaded his sins, Jesus' disciples were uneducated fishermen, and the apostle Paul was the greatest enemy of Jesus. This means that none of us can say: I don’t fit for God. I don’t know anything. I have little or no faith. I don’t dare anything.



However, our anxiety and uncertainty are not good advisers. Only God knows what you really can and are able to do. The one, who carefully and patiently listens to God's word and is looking around, will find his task, his life mission and right place. Each of us can change oursurroundings, the lives of our loved ones and our own lives, like Gideon. God has big plans with each of us. And He’sprepared to help us to removeall the obstacles that stand in our way. Similarly, it applies to our fellow men. We must not underestimate and refuse anybody in advance. Every man can become importantfor us. Each of us can rescue from something sad and heavy,like Gideon.



Gideon’s problem is not only that he has fear and comes from insignificant family. Far bigger problem is that Gideon actually doesn’t believe the Lord God. When the angel of Godaddresses him, Gideon showers him with remorse and a criticism that we wonder why God still speaks to him. "O my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’ Butnow the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian."Gideon is not a docile pupil of the Sunday school who knows how to pray beautifully. He's a rebel and pagan. Brash young man who thinks his own about the Lord God.And is not ashamed to say it.



But maybe this is the clue on which the Lord leaned. Gideon cares that God is silent and unresponsive. He quarrels with God, he complains, he’s full of objections and doubts - but all this means that he’s not finished with God yet. He’s full of questions. But that's not a mistake. This is a chance and opportunity which the Lord can follow. The worst is when man doesn’t care. When he’s neither hot nor cold.On Gideon we see that God doesn’t mind provocative questions and doubts. Our God accepts every complaint and question as an opportunity to give us an answer. Sometimes, however, very surprising.



Gideon thought how he’s going to catch God's messenger off guard. He’s sure that he’s right and no miracles happenin his time for long. He wants to escape into the mountains as before. But the Lord God responds with a smile: "Go in this your strength and deliver Israel." And suddenly everything is different. The problem is no longer in the Lord God or in an unjust world - but in us. Our questions, our anger, our outrage is true and correct, we just cannot escape. What bothers us, injustices we see, all that has to become aninspiration and driving force for change. We just must not only complain, but also put into it and become involved. Otherwise it’s not possible. We should be willing to do something. God has prepared options for each of us, howto change our lives and correct things. God is ready. Now it's up to us. For it will be our hands and feet, our time and strength, and our faith and hope through which God will help us.



After long hesitation, Gideon was convincedof the word of God. But he askedfor a sign and assurance that the messenger, with whom he spoke, is not a fool or a pretender. He brings Him his usual sacrifice and knows that he was talking to God Himself.



A similar sign and assurance to all of us today can become our participation in the Lord's Supper, which tells us: What you hear in Scripture, words of hope and encouragement, all this is meant seriously and truly. God Himself came and sacrificed his life to convince us of His love and loyalty. Therefore, take and eat. Come on and trust. This is not just idle chat. It's not just nice words, Jesus is serious. He went into it. He didn’t stayaside. Therefore, do not stand aside either. 

Amen

