Eucharist

Introit: „For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.“ (1Cor 11:26)

Reading:  Luke 24:13–35

Lord Jesus Christ showed Himself to those two disciples from inside and outside. With His body for their eyes and with His words to their hearts. They have already suspected the Lord Jesus from words that He said, but they made sure when He served the bread in front of them.

Reading this section makes it clear that they felt good with Him, though He was yet unknown. They invited Him into the house, prepared a table to eat and brought Him the meal. And the Lord God, revealed in Christ, whom they didn't recognize on the way by the interpretation of the Bible, they knew when serving bread at their table! On the way they hear God's commandments and are not enlightened, at the table they are serving bread with Jesus and they recognize Him immediately. When they only hear His commandments, they don't recognize Him, when He acts, they see Him face to face. For it is written: "... for it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified." Romans 2:13.

And the Lord Jesus Christ is not identified when speaking, but when He becomes food for eternal life Himself. Therefore, brothers and sisters, my beloved, don't love them just with the word, but love in deed. For that Paul wrote Hebrews: "Let love of the brethren continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it." Hebrews 13:1-2. That is why Peter says: "Be hospitable to one another without complaint!" 1Peter 4:9. And the Lord Jesus in Matthew 25:40: "Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me."

Consider, brothers and sisters, how big weight has a social conscience and support needed in an emergency before God's court! How important it is to invite Christ to our table, so that we could be admitted from Him to the heavenly feast. Give your guest Jesus Christ something to eat in the persons of people in need, and at the court He will accept you not as pilgrims but as a special guest invited into His kingdom.

The disciples who went to Emmaus recognize Him when serving the bread at their table! When serving the bread there is a mystery happening that we can hardly name exactly. Bread doesn't become body again, nor brings a new victim, as Catholics believe, but the Lord Jesus Christ is given to be newly discovered. How? I don't know! I only know that the disciples going to Emmaus were only feeling it in preaching, when they interpret the Scriptures and their hearts burn, but for sure they knew Him when serving the bread in their house at their table.

What was actually happening at the table? They ate. Someone brought bread. Unknown pilgrim took this bread, broke it, gave thanks to God and at that moment it happened. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him! In the serving of bread the Lord Jesus Christ is given to all of us to know Him in a new way. He said “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” John 6:51. Just as  serving of the bread, the body of the Lord Jesus shall be served for us.

During the Holy Supper, when taking the bread and wine, the Lord gives Himself to us to know Him the way our mind cannot know when listening to the sermon. And yet the sermon and serving belong together. The Apostle combines it when he asks: "How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard?" Romans 10:14. And I ask: "And how can they know the one whose body they didn't serve?" 

One must know that it was him as well who broke Jesus on the cross. That it was his own fault for which Jesus suffered so terribly. That it weren't just the Jews who crucified Jesus, but it was mostly me and my guilt which nailed Jesus to the cross. This is the body that breaks for us and for me.

And yet He came voluntarily. By his own, although they didn't accept their own. He came like a lamb. “But emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” Phil 2:7-8. “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.” Isaiah 53:4-6. Therefore, we can be healed from our fatal illness before God by His scars. He is the "bread of life" and tells us: “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.” John 6:35. 

Beneath the Cross we know Him, the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, fully. Beneath the cross, where He serves the bread of His body and where we give praise to God for His salvation, which was prepared before all the nations of the world, there the Lord Jesus Christ is preached the way that exceeds all the knowledge and all our wisdom. There's happening salvation. There are sins forgiven. There God heals the sick, raises the dead, comforts the oppressed. There He comes to free captives from prison. Yes, that's where all sinners can rejoice. There is your salvation is near!

“For thus, says the Lord, You were sold for nothing and you will be redeemed without money.” Isaiah 52:3. “The punishment of your iniquity has been completed, He will exile you no longer.” Lam 4:22. “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Zech 9:9.

Jesus wanted us to have also a tangible proof of His love apart from His presence in the person of the Holy Spirit. BREAD AND WINE. He Himself comes through this food and drink to us and seals with us His contract.

Today we face the evidence of God's love. A broken bread and wine in the goblet. His body and His blood. Bread of life and blood of the new testament. Eat the bread and drink the wine. Take the new love of Jesus and open your hearts to the Lord Jesus widely. Today is your day of salvation. Today the Lord Jesus Christ wants to embrace you again and invite you to His table. Today He wants to make you His child forever. How could you refuse? How could you doubt His love, the evidence that lies before you. I wish today is the day of your salvation. 

Amen

