Elijah can hear the hum of rain

Introit:“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.For by it the elders obtained a good report.“Heb 11/1,2- King James Bible "Authorized Version", Pure Cambridge Edition

Prayer: Our Lord! When we cry to thee, we often realize, what tension is among the world we live in and what you call us to. The world is full of sin and selfishness. You call us to love. The world is captured by pride and the idol of success. You call us to service and humbleness. Violence and power reigns in the world we live in. You learn us to retreat. People around us are impatient and want everything immediately. You call us to patience. We confess that ways and methods of the world lure and  attract us. We also like reigning over the others. We also likethinking on ourselves. Instead forgiving we blame each other. Instead helping we attack each other. Give us, please, the strength to defy evil in any form. Give us the strength not to be subject to temptations and follow the good not bad. Help us not to apologize our own mistakes and not to make false illusions about ourselves. Let today´s word helps us in our concerns and shows us the right direction in our decisions. Amen.

Reading: 1 Kings 18/40-46
40And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.41And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain.42So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees,43And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times.44And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.45And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.46And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.
Sermon: Dear friends, brothers and sisters! The Lord gave to know to Israelis on the Carmel mountain uniquely. They all fell down on their faces and cried:  “ Only the Lord is God!”  Probably they could not reach a greater victory. At that moment Israel knew the God´s uniqueness and glory. God renewed their faith this way. As a long time ago the sea was divided as it thundered on the Sinai mountainand Jericho walls fell down. And we could add: similarly to when Lord Jesus preached, healed and rose from the dead. And we are allowed to add, too: similarly to when God´s presence, help and glory touched ourselves. As well as today there are moments when God enters a human life and gives us to know about Himself. We are not  always able to speak about it. We are not always completely sure about it. And yet our faith knows the moments we cannot forget.  However it is  more important what will follow them. Will the life of Israel change somehow? What will a man do after he experienced God´s help?  What meaning and significance will it give to him? That is why miracles happen.  Because of their consequences. What did Elijah do after?

He invited Israelis to catch Baal´s prophets and slewed them near the Kishon brook…..well …… a bit cruel  according to our taste. Maybe we think that  oustingthe false  prophets away, putting them into prison or  banning  them to operate would have been enough. We solve problems similarly. However at that time a man identified himself with his words and actions. At that time malignant thoughts were annihilated by annihilation of people. It was according to the Mose´s word which sentenced to the death penalty to all who would have tempted people to idolatry. Maybe you think that it is little tolerant. Even nowadays there are ideologies without any tolerance. Faith to the Lord and service for Baal were not only two different religions which could have been tolerated abreast. The first one meant freedom, the other slavery. Elijah wagered his life because of it. If he lost they would have stoned him. His deed near the Kishonbrook , according to today´s perspective cruel and disproportioned,  shows the clear direction. It is necessary to fight with the risk of life against movements and ideologies attacking human´s freedom and dignity and destroying our relationship to God. How many wasted lives had been until people understood that fascism had to be defeated at any cost. And it had taken even more time until they recognized that communism was not better. Also nowadays there are thoughts, ideas and opinions against which it is necessary to face in the beginning and protect their widespread and expansion even at the cost of life.


Likewise it is in our soul, in our nitro.  The man who has known the Lord should not hesitate to remove from his life everything tending him to a sin and dependency. Each of us has points where his faith is in jeopardy. We must ban to ourselves and avoid everything we know or consider stronger than us.Similarly like a healed alcoholic does not even touch his dope.

However there is another problem. Are evil influences and temptations only from the outside? Is it enough just to catch and kill false prophets? Is it enough just to forbid dangerous ideas and examples? Is it enough if we just try to isolate our children from pernicious influences? Sure, it is correct if there are not permitted to spread racism, pornography, promote violence and legally sell drugs in our country. But it is not sufficient. Elijah knew when they had to fight to baalism again. Violent baalism ideologuesdisposal did not solve anything. It is tricky to subject to the impression that evil is coming into our lives only from outside. Lord Jesus showed that bad thoughts and ideas and violence did not come only from the outside world. Even though a man isolate himself no matter how, even if we would prohibit the internet to our children and educate them at home instead at school they can become selfish people and thieves. The man has to fight to baalism and destroy it especially in himself. My opinion is that it is better if a man does not hide from evil influences but learns to deny them because he knows what they are fake in. The best of all is if you are so much engaged by something good that you do not have any time for evil thoughts. But even so a devil can sow evil. It is not possible to eradicate evil.  Not from the world neither from a human heart.  We will fight and be defeated by him for the whole life. However we can win with the God´s help.

Then Elijah surprisingly invited Ahab the King: “Now you can rejoice! A dry season ended. Give up fasting , sit to feast and thank God. I have been hearing the hum of rain!”As if the whole mystery of faith would be hidden in the last sentence. It has not already rained for three years, the sky has been clear all the time, but Elijah is hearing the hum of rain! He cannot hear with his ears. His faith can hear the hum of rain. His confidence to God can see ahead and invites Ahab the king and us to that. Even if the wise say do not praise the day before the evening and do not say hop until you skip. – it relates only to the man and his abilities. But if it is a God´s help we can praise the day before the evening and cry hop before we skip. It means to rejoice even if we cannot see or hear anything. If God promises something, if God declares something or if He wishes something it is equally sure how it has already happened. That is the reason why the faith in God brings us so much encouragement. If we work and strive for things the Lord likes we can rejoice today that it will come out well. If we are sad and ill, if we lose and if everything speeds badly, the faith helps us to see ahead, not to be frustrated, to count firmly with we seem  impossible and endeavour and work for it. Just such a faith brings hope into our lives and into the world. Some people worry needlessly and the other can hear the hum of rain in a dry season and are able to kindle the others. To be fair Ahab the King in other times described as a big sinner acts like a man of faith in this story. He trusts in Elijah word and rejoices. No one has his journey to faith  and to God closed. Neither Ahab the sinful king. If he returns to God or if he leaves Him – it is just his choice and decision. There is not anything in the world that predetermines him to it. 

While Elijah is sending the others to rejoice he himself is climbing the Carmel mountainto pray there.  We do not know why he puts his head among knees. But we can understand that his pupil comes six times altogether to say his teacher that nothing happens. The sky is still without a cloud. Even though Elijah goes on praying. And he does not hold up his head.  He just says: “Go and look.” Faith and prayer is always a long haul. To trust in God means to prove patience and endurance. Who wants to do something seven times! And that is not all. Seven times in Biblical symbolism in fact means all the time. Again and again! Never to give up.To go on praying all the time. Not to get discouraged with any bad news. Elijah´s situation with his faith is not easier than we have. He has to wait. It is not a shame when a man waits for God. On the contrary his strength is in it. At last a cloud appears. A small one as a palm.As nothing. Maybe it is only a mist and it disperses soon. But Elijah knows that God´s wonders and miracles  start just so inconspicuously. Like something human and ordinary. Like a poppy seed.  Like a human palm. Like a poor baby in a Bethlehem stable. Like two or three meeting for prayers. Just a tiny cloud and Elijah calls Ahab: “Yoke. Let the rain does not catch you on your way.” As long we wait for God´s help as quickly it comes. Heavy rains in Israel can turn dusty roads into river basins in a few moments. Elijah reaches Jesreel evenbefore Ahab.His words came true. The Lord gave rain to the earth. Amen.

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ. Give us to experience moments when – like Israel and Elijah – recognize Your mercy and help. Have mercy upon us when we lose patience and give up. Help us to see ahead and rejoice of what is not yet. Empower us in our troubles and sufferings. Encourage us in our work, support us in our prayers and give us to see the fruit of the trees which we have  planted.

Mission: 7 Bepatienttherefore, brethren, unto the comingof the Lord. Behold, the husbandmanwaitethfor the preciousfruitof the earth, and hath long patienceforit, until he receive the early and latter rain.8 Beyealsopatient; stablishyourhearts: for the comingofthe Lorddrawethnigh.Isanyamongyouafflicted? let himpray. Isanymerry? lethimsing psalms.14 Isanysickamongyou? let him call for the eldersof the church; and let themprayoverhim, anointinghimwithoil in the nameofthe Lord:15 And the prayeroffaithshallsave the sick, and the Lord shallraisehim up; and if he havecommittedsins, theyshallbeforgivenhim.16 Confess your faultsone to another, and prayoneforanother, thatyemaybehealed. The effectualferventprayerof a righteous man availethmuch.17 Elias was a man subject to likepassions as we are, and he prayedearnestlythatitmight not rain: and itrained not on the earth by the spaceofthreeyears and six months.18 And he prayedagain, and the heavengaverain, and the earthbroughtforth her fruit.19 Brethren, ifanyofyou do errfrom the truth, and oneconvert him;20 Let himknow, that he whichconverteth the sinnerfrom the errorof his wayshallsave a soul fromdeath, and shallhide a multitudeofsins. James 5/7,8+13-20 

Blessing: Let the Lord bless you and keep you, let the Lord brighten His face over you and be merciful to you, let the Lord turn His face to you and endow peace to you. Amen.
