ELIJAH, king Ahab and Obadiah
Introit: Seek God while he's here to be found, pray to him while he's close at hand. Let the wicked abandon their way of life and the evil their way of thinking. Let them come back to God, who is merciful, come back to our God, who is lavish with forgiveness.

Isaiah 55:6-7

Text: 1King 18:1-18 

Dear Brothers and Sisters! We will enter today’s story through the figure of King Ahab. It is the king - a man who tried to replace the Lord with Baal. Another character is a Prophet - Elijah. Prophet Elijah warned Ahab: "By your action you lead this country into ruin. The Lord will withhold the rain." Then Elijah was hiding over 3 years. Meanwhile Ahab happily reigned. Although it did not rain in the country, the water supplies were still sufficient. King was searching for Elijah, but he was not particularly bothered. Many days have passed. It was not until the third year when Ahab was in first difficulties. His horses and mules had nothing to eat. The army ceased to be able to fight. It has also been a serious problem for the king. But it happened after many days. In a third year.


When a man abandons God, initially not a lot will change. One can live a long life from old reserves. His life is apparently still the same. Only God is slowly fading from it. First we stop praying. Then we begin to seek less the word of God and the Church community. But otherwise everything is as before – we don’t steal, we don’t lie, we work hard, we study, we pay tithes, we selflessly care for our children and grandchildren, we build houses, we go on vacation. We don’t observe any change in ourselves. But it's like when you pluck off a flower and give it in a vase. Initially it blossom – but in reality it is only a swan song. Without the roots each flower inexorably fades. And so it is with a man who leaves God. Initially, he doesn’t recognize anything. Seeking God and the communion of the Church may seem really unnecessary. Sufficient moral strength has one in him. Only after many days we realize that something is wrong with us. The power of faith and hope begins to absent and we can not return to God by ourselves.


In today's story is remarkable that it is not man but God who first says: "I have to do something about it. I will not leave the man to his unbelief." The word of the Lord came to Elijah: "Go and present yourself to Ahab; I'm about to make it rain on the country." Faithless Ahab is not indifferent to God. He’s not back number. Lord seeks King Ahab and wants to give him an opportunity to return. The Lord does not reject anyone. He’s trying to encounter each of us. Even though we shifted away and many of us prefer to rely only on ourselves, he is sending witnesses into our way who would get us over the bridge between pride and humility and help us to bridge the gap between ignorance and confidence. It is not always a success. But the Lord God does not give up even on what looks hopeless and in vain.


Ahab is seeking as well. Or better said: "He has to seek." Water resources are running low. He calls his manager Obadiah – 3rd character in today's story. They agree together on who goes where, so they went looking for water and grass. But this is a special way. It's actually a test. Experiment. Bet. Each of them goes alone and in different directions. When Ahab finds water - it means that they can do without the Lord and get along with Baal. When Obadiah finds water - it will mean that they should return to the Lord. That’s why they go different ways. Each of them is in the name of his God. The result of their journey will show who is better. Baal or the Lord.


But can man test God like this? Can he bet on both sides? Isn’t it the calculation? But who among us never did it? Who among us has never wanted just to try prayer and faith? Who among us never thought of God only as of one of the possible options? A man is always trying and seeking! This is not a sin. Clear faith is a gift that is being born. Born from the seeking. When a person is seeking, his actions are often confused and self-serving. But if God himself would not also seek us, we were never been able to believe him by ourselves. King Ahab and Obadiah, the administrator of the royal house are representing two options. God is not getting the huff when a man is seeking him with calculations and uncertainty. But he wants to end it and rescue us from our uncertainty and confusion. God encounter with us in our confused search and let us recognize him.


However, it is the unexpected encounter. Obadiah didn’t find water or grass. He found, however, the Prophet – Lord’s man - Elijah! The same Elijah who called a drought. And he told him: "Go and tell your king that I want to meet with him." When a man is seeking God, when he tries to pray, when he opens the Bible after the long time or goes to church on Sunday – he will probably not find most of what he imagined. He will discover something else. He will realize that his problem must be solved differently. Afresh. Elijah eventually brings the country so much-needed rain, but before that he shows Ahab and the whole Israel what is the real cause of not raining. The drought should have reminded to Ahab how serious and dangerous it is when he leaves the Lord and seeks a replacement in foreign gods. Also our life problems have usually a deeper reason than we think. They are a signal that we should seek God. What we lack is never just happiness, friendship, money or health, but a deep and honest relationship with God. Here lies the root of many of our problems. When we find a way back to God, a lot of our everyday problems will be solved.


Finally, let's discuss more about Obadiah’s character. We don’t know a lot about him; nevertheless he's a beautiful man. Beautiful even by his name: "Yahweh Ebed - servant of the Lord. When the worst situation was in the country, he saved one hundred prophets of the Lord with personal dedication and sacrifice. He is living proof that Elijah won’t be right when telling on Horeb that he was alone and nobody else but him believed in God. Obadiah is testimony that the faith and the church will never die. They often live quietly and in secret, just where we least expect them. Elijah thought he was the last man standing beliefs, but in fact there are 7000 brave and faithful men in his land, of which only God himself knows. Obadiah is one of them.


How is the “courage” actually? Fearless? No, no! Brave Obadiah has a great fear! When Elijah sent him to Ahab, Obadiah has concerns that the prophet will disappear again and he will lose his life. Therefore he recalls his previous merits and begs to be relieved of this task. Come to the king and say: “I saw Elijah!” seems to be too risky. Obadiah is convinced that he had done enough for the Lord. He would like to seclude for this time. But Elijah will not leave him alone. He has a task for him that overlaps Obadiah’s strength and courage.


How many times have we wanted to have a little rest? Many of us did quite a lot for the church and God. So why does someone always come up with something new? Wasn’t that enough that we older were faithful to God and the church in the totalitarian regime? Wasn’t that enough that we risked being fired from our jobs and our children were not being able to study? Wasn’t that enough that we put off so much already? We’d like to gather the fruits of our previous effort and sacrifice. Instead, the Lord calls us to serve again and again! And again it’s uncertain and dangerous. Again, one gets a disgrace and should give up a lot. We all love peace. We do not want to start something new and uncertain. But the Lord is like this. He’s calling us to serve and fight again. But praise God that he still needs us! Praise God that we have not lost his trust! Let's be happy to recognize what God expects from us, even if it’s no matter how difficult. God does not abandon his servants.


Obadiah does not remain in uncertainty. Elijah will guarantee that he won’t disappear and will show himself to Ahab the same day. And he fulfills it! Leading, if not the very first feature of a believer should be RELIABILITY. Keep the word. Fulfill the promise. No matter how much it costs. If we want people to get rid of fear and uncertainty, we have the best opportunity to prove them that by our own confidence and willingness to take risk. Elijah promises to show himself before Ahab, who threatened him with death many times. He doesn’t hide behind anyone. He goes towards risk as the Lord commanded. In this, Elijah is our image of Jesus Christ, who also didn’t avoid the meeting with his opponents and didn’t send his apostles to Pilate instead of him.

Just as Obadiah could rely on Elijah that he won’t lost anywhere, so can we rely on the Lord Jesus Christ. He is responsible for his word and won’t leave us in this world lonesome and without help. He often prepares difficult tasks for us. He calls us to the ways that seem dangerous. Many times we would like to make an excuse and pull back into the background. But on the other hand Christ guaranteed that his word is true and we know that we really can rely on it. It is the foundation and certainty of our faith. What he promised are no fairy tales or wishful thinking, but the truth and hope that nothing in the world can thwart. While his disciples ran away, Jesus lived up to his word and gave his life as a ransom for many. And the third day he rose, as he said, though no one would believe it. Therefore we don’t have to worry and we can have fullness of joy. This is why Jesus came: "That your joy may be complete!" It's a joy that, in his words, no one will take. If we believe in Jesus Christ, he will fulfill his word and will lead us through all the difficulties of life to his kingdom. Amen.
