ELIJAH BY THE CHERITH BROOK

1 Kings 17, 1 – 9 
Dear brothers and sisters! Today's story takes us to the hard and difficult times of northern kingdom. I don’t mean that people were hungry and poor. On the contrary – business was booming,people fared relatively well. But Israel started to leave the Lord. However, we shouldn’t imagine it as a violent and sudden change. The Lord God officially remained the god of Israeli nation. He was still celebrated for His victory over Egypt. He was still offered the prescribed sacrifices. The people came to celebrate annual holidays. When there was a danger of war, they all turned to the Lord for help.

But in everyday life, other creative and dynamic force began to assert– the god Baal. God of nature, growth and success.God of fields, forests, water and hillsides.God to whom belonged every tree, every field, every stream.God without which man couldn’tlive because they thought that they should thank him fortheir food and living standards. All the surrounding nations worshipped him. Could Israel afford to ignore this power? 

Antiquity didn’t knowthe term loyaltyin relation to the gods. Each nation had its own god which protectedit against the gods of other nations. But in everyday life, they went where they got more. When people needed God's help, they tried it without any shame at various locations. Sacrifice to the gods was actually kind of business proposal. And when the business failed, man turned to another god. Hearts and minds of Israelis were bipolar. In the morning they thanked Baal, in the evening the Lord. 

The infidelity starts right here. Back then as today. Man rarely says: "I don’t care about Lord God anymore. The Church doesn’t interest me."Infidelity begins when a person admits that God is not sufficient for everything, and so it’s better to have other security and support. But the Lord doesn’t offer such a relationship! The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob offers us either lifelong fidelity, or nothing. Marriage or divorce.Contract or indifference. The Lord doesn’t needtentative acquaintances. The Lord doesn’t trade His love. He gives himself and expects the same from man. Such a God as the Lord is really only one. This is the first commandment: "Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might."Deut 6:4-5
When it seemed that there is not one of His faithful followers in Israel, Prophet Elijahunexpectedly stands up. He appears before the king Ahab. He has no title, no ID. He's not a professional prophet or priest. He doesn’t come from any important family. A newcomer.He may not even have Israeli origin. And yet, he has God’s things in the heart to the extent that he’s willing to give his faith, life and hope. That's often the case that those who came to church only recentlyhave a gift of bigger eagerness. They are enthusiastic and consistent. They see mistakes and do not put up with shallowness and hypocrisyas easily as we do. We should listen very carefullyto people who come to church, youth and people from our neighborhood. They often see us limping on two sides and vainly trying to joint God's demand with the possibilities that offers us the world today.

"As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, - says Elijah, - surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word."

We don’t read that the Lord sent Elijah with this word for Ahab. Rather it seems that thiswas Elijah’s own initiative. But it doesn’t have to be a mistake. One has to show his faith and beliefs. That word is Elijah’s cry, appeal or testimony. Elijahfights for God's uniqueness faithful to his name, which means "God is the Lord." The point is that to the Lord doesn’t belong only the past, our customs and traditions, but it is a living God, mighty and still acting. Not only yesterday belongs to Him, but each new day. Believing God is not just about making sacrifices and following certain rules, but to live by his kindness all your life. Elijah's word may seem presumptuous, overly confidentto us. Yes, it is at the very limit of what one can say about God. "Surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word." But how else can Elijahshow that not Baal, the idol of fertility, harvest and blessing, but the Lord is the giver of life? 

Elijah spoke the words that cannot be unspoken. Maybe he dares. But he risks even more. It's like when we promise someone that we will pray for him in his illness and worries. Even then we put our faith, our word and everything we hold dear. Keep silent would be easier. Faith, however, does not belong to a museum or to a treasury. Faith is the strength and courage for this life. God is neither a principle nor law. He is the living God, acting and creating. Don’tbe afraid to take responsibility for what God has promised and said. Don’t be afraid to say what we pray for and what we believe. Today needs such testimony.

This doesn’t mean that now everything will be as Elijah thought, wanted and planned. Maybe he expected a fight. Maybe he expected admiration. Maybe he expected to go to prison. But God will lead him other ways. Only now He clearly speaks to him and says:"Elijah, hide! Hide in the valley of the brook Cherithand I will take care of you there."Instead of demonstratively proving the power of God and the truth, he will first learn to wait and hide. God is calling him to solitude, where He feeds and strengthens him.
The struggle for truth is not always happening only in rush of events but also in solitude. Not only in public but also in silence. Fight for God's holiness and glory must also be ledin secrecy and in prayer. When Elijah hides by the brook Cherith,it’s not wasted time. Often when one would like some action, quick success and change, God sends us into seclusion. Elijah is not great just becauseof what he dared to tell King Ahab into the eyes, but also because he obeyed and hid himself as God had said. Maybe he was hot-tempered and impatient, but he also obeyed. Each of us needs a moment of silence tobe alone with our God. Each of us needs time to back off the rush events and rethink all our words and plans. Anyone who once will have to stand in the center of attention must be able to be alone and open to God's action.

One more thing will Elijah learn. When he left to the sidelines, he might think how good and enjoyable it is that God protects his faithful. While everyone else will be hungry and thirsty, God will nurture him. He will be well. Religious people like to relish under God's protection. It’s not bad to have advantages in heaven. But after many days Elijah will know that being a prophet of God doesn’t bring any advantage. When people will be hungry, he will be too. Even he will suffer and have pain. Even our rivers are drying up and no human weakness is strange to us. The Lord Jesus was hungry and suffered along with others. He did not have any stocks. He was sad and had hard times, just like anyone else.
The believers experience the same crisis and suffering as the world and people around us. Even what brought us joy and hope many times may at some point bring disappointment. Our spiritual brooks can dry out and it may not be our fault. It can be a sign that God has new ways for us and new sources of his love.Even Elijah had to learn that God is not like Baal. He is a living God. 

The Church must therefore not grow lazy and comfortable. The Church must be constantly on the move. We are not dependent on a single source and spring. We are not dependent on one miracle. Brook Cherith fulfilled its role. It hid Elijah for the necessary time, but now it's newtime. God will show his mercy otherwise and elsewhere. Elijah must travel. Next Sunday I would like to tell you whathe meets.
Amen

