TWO FORMS OF FAITH

Psalm 73:23-28
Dear brothers and dear sisters! With some simplification we can say that there are two approaches to God. Both are quite common and widespread. Our faith varies between these two according to the external circumstances in life which we have just been exposed to. Let’s imagine and describe them.
The first form of faith understands God, prayer, scripture and the church as a welcome and important help in crisis situations. However, these religious people are in common life trying to get by on them. God and faith are present somewhere in the background, especially as a set of rules and principles of life. Faith and religiosity of these people are in a kind of standby mode which is mostly reflected as the celebration of Christmas and the general feeling that all the human actions are done under the supervision and authority of God. They don’t seek God and don’t need Him until their lives are moving in the usual ways. And they are proud of it in a special way, because they believe that man shouldn’t bother God too much, everyone should take care of himself. Only if it was the worst, it’s good that we can turn to God. As well as we don’t go to the physician or dentist when we’re not in pain, but it’s good to know where and when we can find them to help us. 
And when such a critical moment comes, maybe if someone in the family gets seriously ill or when someone does something very bad and is ashamed of himself, when someone experiences great disappointment and loses the meaning of life - then this kind of faithful man literally mobilize all his yet unspoken faith and turn to God fully and without reservations. He starts to read the Bible every day, he prays, seeks communion with the church. He literally becomes attached to God and entrusts Him with his unsolvable problem with hope that here he will find the assistance which elsewhere failed.
But the man whose faith is so suddenly "rose from the dead" does not feel the best. He feels like a son who hadn’t visited the parents for long and now he comes to ask directly for money. He feels like a husband who didn’t take his wife’s hand for years and now he should suddenly embrace her and confess love. Man says to himself, how can he ask God for something if he hadn’t thought about Him for the whole years? This bad conscience undermines this man’s steps and his faith is literally "afraid to trust." "How could I, who had forgotten God, ask something from the Lord God? Why should He help me when so many people besides me are suffering, starving and dying?"
But in fact God helps everyone who turns to him. Even those unstable, uncertain and confused. But these people often don’t find and discover God's help. Not that it wasn’t offered, but they just miss it. Who doesn’t know much about Lord God and doesn’t live with Him daily life is waiting for God's help mostly as a miracle. Sudden and rapid change. Clear sign. When he cannot wait to see it, he’s overwhelmed by the frustration and the knowledge of his own sinfulness. He gives up because he thinks he doesn’t deserve God's help. Although God is preparing His help for every man, but this requires also a certain degree of human cooperation. So that God could help us, He needs our trust, patience, humility, diligence and sometimes sacrifice. When a man gives up too soon, God's help, which was prepared for him, will not come.
Such disappointed faith then returns again to the previous standby mode and is also considerably weakened. He still hopes that maybe next time God will help, but he’s not so sure. Sometimes we even fear to come to the Lord God directly, afraid to be disappointed again and then lose faith completely. Every person needs some last refuge and security. And so he remains Christian, speaking in broad terms: "he doesn’t steal, doesn’t kill and celebrates Christmas", but he manages his everyday life rather on his own and friends help him from the need rather than prayer and a visit of the church. It's still faith, but sometimes too weak to give man also some joy and good feeling. For many people it is important to have God in reserve, if it was the worst. These people are, paradoxically, often regarded as "good Christians" by their surroundings. But they themselves have no pleasant benefits of their faith. Faith is their spare tire which they carry in the car in case they get a puncture. Sense of security without any regular use.
What could be the second possible approach to God? We read about it in our Psalm today, where a man who had also long God only in reserve, eventually overcomes the crisis, saying: God, I want to be constantly with you. You have taken hold of my right hand... The nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord God my refuge, that I may tell of all Your works. 
It is a faith that instead of prayerful waiting until the crisis comes, tries to live with God and talk to Him every day. It is a faith that doesn’t wait until it gets tough, but it enjoys God's nearness, even if everything is fine and life is quite successful. It's like when adult children visit their parents regularly even though they don’t need anything from them and they talk with them about everything they experienced and are not afraid to be criticized and lectured by them.
Everyday life with God means that man above all learn to know God better, understand Him more so he can find the help and influence in his life easier. That’s why we need regular Bible reading and its interpretation, preaching, prayers and many other community activities that are happening in the church, where a man occasionally happens to like God's Word. All this is gradually stored in our heart so that we could take advantage of it when we need it.
When a person starts to live with God his everyday life, it is obviously difficult. Many things that we were perhaps used to do, will not pass. Many things we cannot do or say because we know that the Lord God doesn’t like them. But soon we find out that we don’t miss them. What God doesn’t like are in fact very unnecessary, harmful and bad things that produce only worry and grief. If we can abandon them, we are much happier.
When one thinks of God in his daily work, find himself with surprise to be happier than before. He discovers how many ordinary things can make him happy. Our faith then requires no great miracles. A good breakfast, friendly smile, blooming trees, a small success in work or successful knee surgery are enough. In all this we see God's kindness, assistance and support.
When one learns that permanent, daily gratitude - it has one huge advantage. When we gradually lose those good things, we're not surprised and shocked that much. After all, we thanked for them every day and that means that we knew they were not granted. We consciously enjoyed them and therefore it’s easier to endure and accept when we lose them over time.
When the man, who for years thanked the Lord God for life and health, turns in need to God for help, he has far greater peace in heart. From the Bible and the many sermons that he heard he knows that God's help usually doesn’t come right away and rarely as we wished at first. God's help is very often in a form of a hidden support, reassurance and a handshake, rather than that things would instantly and miraculously change.
However, even this everyday life with God has its risks. Someone may get used to God's closeness to the extent that he or she cannot appreciate it anymore and will literally sin to that God will do and decide everything for him. This exaggerated devotion may turn an adult into a small child who is already so comfortable that it doesn’t even eat by himself. The faith of those who overdo it like this and make God an excuse for his own indecision, is unnatural, convulsive, offensive and deterrent. Those who choose this way are sometimes even abusing faith not to have to think, listen and forgive. Trust in God should not be exaggerated and apologize our own laziness and indecision. There are many things that we have to decide ourselves. There are many situations where God lets us be and won’t take us by the hand. Our decision in many cases is not between good and evil, but between several equal options and paths.
Only the one who finds that right degree between the two ways will discover that faith and God's proximity may make him primarily happy. He will live a fairly normal life, but will never forget to pray or laugh. He can get healthy angry and forgive. He'll appreciate believers and unbelievers. He won’t flaunt with the literal meaning of the Bible, but will discover more love and understanding in it than he expected. Deliberate and sincere faith will teach him humility and hope that never gives up.
Lord Jesus Christ, help us to find a way of realistic and yet devoted faith and ability to follow it. And if we lose you, call us and bring back to you. Amen

