12.6.2011


the holy spirit – life giver 

Whit Sunday
Numbers 11:24–30; Psalm 104:24–34,35b; 1 Corinth 12:3–13; John 20:19–23

Today is Whit Sunday; it is each year at a different date. It is fifty days after Easter and Easter are each year usually in the spring, but always at a different time. In April, March... and so is the Pentecost in May or June. And so it happens that Whit Sunday in the church calendar meets with the mother’s day in the civil calendar. This year it did not happen, but I would like to join it anyway. I note the fact that the Holy Spirit as the third person of the Trinity of God has the feminine gender in Hebrew. "Ruach JHVH" - The Spirit of God - as a woman (in the New Testament it has neuter gender in Greek). Spirit of God is such our mom. Mommy has a unique position in our lives – the one that “gave us life” and accompanied our first steps with her love. That’s why for most of us mother is number one, at least until we get married and have children of our own.
We also profess about the Holy Spirit in the church creed that he’s the "giver of life". Spirit of God is the one who gives life to creatures in the story of the first person breathes life into the dust from the ground. “You take away their spirit, they expire and return to their dust. You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; And You renew the face of the ground,” sings the Psalmist in the 104th psalm. Old Church Fathers also consider that the Holy Spirit is personified God's love – such a perfect relationship between the Father and the Son, that it is a separate being.
But Pentecost reminds us that the Holy Spirit is also present in a special way in the Church; that it was given to the Church as a gift, as a continuator in the work of Jesus Christ. Feast of Pentecost was celebrated fifty days after Easter already in the Old Testament - originally as an agricultural feast commemorated Israel the gift of God's law ("Torah", as the Jews say) on Mount Sinai, where Moses received the Ten Commandments stone tablets. From the folks rescued from Egypt are God’s people of Old Testament - and that connection of Easter and Pentecost then moves also into the New Testament: from the people saved (redeemed) by the blood of Christ and revived by the power of his resurrection, at Pentecost the Holy Spirit creates the Church, the people of New Testament - written into human hearts. In the letter to Romans Paul is talking about that there is now no condemnation for those who are under the law of the Spirit in distinction from those who remain under the law of body, will and the Ten Commandments.

This association with Easter stresses Evangelist John when in his narrative he inserted resurrection of Christ and the gift of the Spirit into one day. According to John the Spirit is given to the disciples for the first time right on Sunday in which Jesus was resurrected. So on Easter Sunday evening when the Lord Jesus appeared behind closed doors. This does not exclude later new outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost at the fiftieth day. Even in Luke it is no coincidence that the fiftieth day of Pentecost falls exactly on Sunday - as the resurrection and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit it is the "Day of the Lord" - longed Sunday when Jesus rose from the grave and the Holy Spirit descended. They are two sides of one coin of God's great work. The Apostle Paul reminds the Corinthian Christians who were excited about all sorts of spiritual manifestations, but didn’t like the cross of Christ, that the Holy Spirit and the confession of Jesus as the risen Lord cannot be one without the other.
And when the Holy Spirit was given to the Church, what is it actually doing in it? An interesting consideration is that it’s in church as a sort of "service", so you really notice it only on that single Sunday in church which is "its". On the "Whit Sunday". When someone says "I'm here on business," it means “only for a while”, just to fulfill the task and then returns back home. And yet, the Holy Spirit is doing quite a bit. Not just one Sunday a year. His main concern is to make from each of us, "independent authorities", as it’s written by Apostle Paul, one body of Christ, so that Christ could be present in the world and God's salvation could spread to the uttermost parts of the country. It is nicely said in the book Acts of the Apostles, one Bible Dictionary even says that the main hero of this book is neither Peter nor Paul or other apostles, it is therefore not the Acts of the Apostles, but just the Holy Spirit, as it operates that the Church could grow and strengthen. So the Acts of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit gives diverse gifts to its individual members. We, according to the best known biblical report of Pentecost events, are primarily used to see those gifts which manifest with some extraordinary phenomena: divination, healing, speaking all sorts of languages, ideally accompanied by some effects such as noise and strong wind. Sure, the Spirit can give such gifts and if they serve the church for good - thank God for them. I’m just sorry that in some communities they are considered as a recognition signs, a kind of biblical "Shibboleth", whether him or her is born again Christian or not. John's report on the outpouring of the Spirit is far more intimate - the only extra phenomenon here is that according to official papers three days dead Jesus comes alive through closed doors. Spiritual gifts which he transmits to his disciples are in fact at first sight "ordinary" - "peace and forgiveness." And yet they are probably the most amazing gifts – we know their value exactly where the peace and forgiveness lack. Other gifts, “ordinary“ at first sight, calculate Apostle Paul at various locations. For example in a letter to Rome (12:6-8) he mentions the gift of "services" or "leadership" or, what is very interesting, the gift of "encouragement". The ability to supply the courage and encourage others may be valuable gift in the Church.
In the distribution of these gifts is the Spirit free, it will not tie up with any rules, as we heard in the story of Eldad and Medad from the book of Numbers. Joshua found it inappropriate; something is happening that has not been agreed in advance, Eldad and Medad didn’t have "business license" and "rubber stamped" by church authorities to their divination. Unlike Joshua, Moses wisely recognized that neither he nor anyone else has a patent to the gifts of God. And then he expressed a wish to which Reformation returned afterwards - "I wish all the Lord's people were prophets." Wish for everyone who belongs to God to see such a calling and election to the witness and ministry, such a spiritual authority which he had himself, 70 regular presbyters and those two irregular, who were "outside the tent of meeting."


Spiritual gifts are certainly a very good thing and every one of us should be praying for them. And not only for ourselves, but also for others. I think all of us as we're here are valid on God's building; no one here is just the number. Let's therefore identify what the Spirit gives us to serve our community. Let’s utilize these gifts for the common good and growth of the church into the resemblance of Jesus Christ.

Amen
