Good Choice

Mt 16:25-27 

“..What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their life?  ..”

For today’s sermon I chose only one verse and one topic. This age brings so many new things everyday that we could fill our lives with them from birthday to death. Day by day we can try different thing, let ourselves be carried away by something else. Every two year we can have a new car, every 3 months new shoes, every month new dress, every week new book, ever day new magazine, every night different movie, every morning different suit. There are so many new things so many events. And because of it we sometimes forget the only one which is important.

There is this latin saying “Memento mori” which reminds us remember our death. It is a reminder, not a nice one, but still truthful. A reminder that should point out the only important thing in this life. And that is the question of eternal life. “..What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their life? ..” The question 2000 years old is so actual today. For everyone tries to gain the whole world, so when they see their life they know it isn’t boring, so they can know they have gained maximum from life.

What is this need and desire for eternality? I picture it like a small girl lost in a mall. And this small girl that is our soul. She is trying to find her mom, but she cannot see for all the people and stores and things in the mall. She just wants to get back to mommy and nothing else matters to her, not even those dolls she was looking at a moment before. She goes through toy store, through sports, through candy store and she does not stop, because she just wants to find her mom. “If this stupid mall wasn’t here I would be able to find mommy!”
We need to choose. What did Jesus said to Martha? “Martha, you worry too much for so many things, but only one thing is important. You sister chose what she won’t lose.” Martha’s worries weren’t bad things. She just didn’t have the priorities set right. 

He does not tell us not to worry, or to be simpler. Not to try anything better. He does tell us not to burden ourselves in our worries. He sees responsible people who took responsibilities on themselves, sometimes even other people’s responsibilities. They have a lot of work and they are not happy with it. The problem is they don’t give their problems into God’s hands. Mt 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Jesus says that only one thing is important, but which thing it is? It is the piece of God’ß kingdom here on Earth with which we can satisfy our need for eternity. the apostles once said “Lord where would we go, it is you who has the words of eternal life” That witnesses their searching for eternity.

There are many words, some of them we hear today and forget about them the day after. But somewhere there are the words of eternal life, the words that stay. The words for which the disciples stayed with Jesus through all suffering and persecution. They are the answer to question “Why are we here? Where am I heading?” What will man be willing to give when he finds the kingdom of God? Jesus says: “He will give everything” and he doesn’t mean just his wealth he means his heart and will and power.

I’d like to end with word from Jesus’ mouth: “ Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” This verse is important to all christians throughout centuries. In the times of suffering and chaos. But seldom is it read to the end, becuase it continues like this: “Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.” Why should we do this? Because God’s kingdom is over all riches of world, because God decided to give us his kingdom. Because what is waiting for us is better than what we have now and here.
 “Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life[f] will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?  For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.”

Amen
