THE ROAD TO AND FROM EMMAUS
Texts: Psalm 116:1-4; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35

Road to Emmaus: Dear friends, all the gospels try to capture the mood of those who belong to Jesus after the Easter. Disciples are depressed and confused. Eroded by doubts inside. Bitter loss is like a poison that slowly paralyzes them. They immure themselves and in their houses. They don’t know what will happen next. Some just sit, unable to act; others cannot last waiting and walk from place to place. It's bizarre that the disciples don’t respond to the proclamation of the resurrection of the Lord from Mary Magdalene. Is it so unbelievable for them? After the horror they experienced, could Jesus live again? Or does the word of ordinary woman not have the weight? Two of them who are going to Emmaus will soon meet Jesus. They meet their master and then return back to tell the news to their friends. Jesus lives... but the others... still nothing. Just for a moment, two worlds meet - the world of sorrow and the world of joy. Joyful cry of those who have encountered the risen Lord from the outside penetrates into the mourning mood of the disciples. The joy of the Easter feast! But the disciples are closed into their house of mourning and regret.
What is the difference between the earthly Jesus and the risen Jesus? Why does only Mary and those two who are going to Emmaus know Him, and not the others? Professor Soucek used to say that "the risen Lord, although personally identical with Jesus lying in the grave, is not just enlivened, to an earlier life returned earthling. To know Him, it is not enough to have only the eyes open. He must let Himself to be recognized."
Risen Christ is simply different than the wandering of Galilee. We meet him in unguarded moments, but also in deeply symbolic situations - for example at church services. Today's text from the Gospel of Luke says that He appeared to the two disciples in a different form. Such thing can confuse as well as it can suddenly open horizons. Where I didn’t meet the earthly Jesus - in His struggle, hardship and suffering - I can meet Him in a different form, as the victorious and strengthening.
We don’t know why He let Himself to be recognized only to someone. The fact is that those meet with Him first who are in some movement. Those who are heading somewhere, looking for something - Mary goes to the tomb although it is clear that it is cluttered. The two on the road to Emmaus that go away. Those who are on the move can testify. Apprenticeship faith is built on personal testimony: "I met Jesus - we met Christ. And it has consequences for me, for you and for us. Do you believe this?" 
Then He appeared to the eleven as they were at the table. Shared table reveals the identity of Christ. Master rebukes them for unbelief and hardness of heart. Weird, after all, Jesus used the same words when rebuking the Pharisees before - people of high moral qualities, people religious and still bound by religious obligations. Hardness of heart is not here in the form of insensibility, as disciples are crying their hearts out. Hardness of heart is closeness before God. I cannot and may not even want to go from a Friday feast to the next room, where there is singing and joy. The disciples first miss the Easter joy and taste it in full only later. If some of us missed it too, there's still possibility to go somewhere to Emmaus and have our eyes and especially the hearts open. Keep to the shared table. There comes the Christ with the words - peace to you.  
Jesus has two forms - crucified and resurrected. There are two feasts - funeral and wedding. It is Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday. To this day, the Easter is the intersection. Everyone can follow earthly Jesus, but only those whom He let can follow resurrected Jesus. The apostle speaks about five hundred people. The encounter with Christ is not in short supply; meeting with the Risen is not limited edition. It comes unexpectedly and at the right time - on the way to life and to the table of sharing and reciprocity. 
Encounter with the Risen Lord fundamentally changes everything. The first Christians experienced something they call rebirth. Second life, second chance - the pupil becomes prophet of good news. Those who have just sat in fear and silence testify of hope again and again with new tongues. We are suspicious, weak pupils. But with God's grace let's be messengers of hope, salvation, deliverance and victory for Christ. 
Road from Emmaus: Today's Gospel gives us essential subject for thoughts not only for the road to Emmaus, but also for the road in the opposite direction: from Emmaus back to Jerusalem. In the city of Jerusalem Jesus was crucified as a Jewish rebel who claimed to be the Messiah and thus opposed the emperor. The apostles disbanded in fear, the body was laid into the grave, religious women cried, Joseph of Arimathea paid for the funeral. The whole story ended. But then one traveler joined mourning disciples who went to Emmaus and interpreted the whole story in a new light. We now jump to the end and know: "Oh, it was Jesus, and He rose from the dead, so ok, they certainly believed." And the two disciples also believed, so where is the problem?

The problem is in the way that Gospel described the road to Emmaus. Luke as the author is particular about Jesus not being seen in his telling. First He goes with them as an unknown pilgrim and let the disciples tell Him everything, then He opens the Scripture and explains its meaning due to the Messiah as a rabbi, and finally He’s breaking a bread as the host and at the moment in which He acts as the Savior, He disappears. Although the disciples recognized Him, they cannot hold Him back and just remember: "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?" (Lk 24:32). What does it tell us? The fact that we cannot hold Jesus back - then we have just the idea, commandments, doctrine, principle, customs, traditions and many other good thing... and boring. Some of us already sigh: "It's still just about God... the same thing over and over again." But is God really like that? Boring, repeating the same phrases over and over? No! Of course not! But what makes the church boring? Holding Jesus in some doctrinal embrace? It has an idea, commandments, doctrine, principle, customs, traditions and more of good and terribly boring things. But it lacks the type of disciples who would get up and testify: from Emmaus to Jerusalem that the dead lives because they "somehow" met Him personally. The other disciples maybe did not believe it. First, the women told them, but their testimony didn’t have much value in a patriarchal society; then the two of them came from Emmaus. But their testimony had its value only in the resulting sum of the individual revelations held on all sides. Central Church of the disciples gathered in one apartment then needed absolutely all sorts of evidence of the resurrection. 
The journey of the disciples from Emmaus to the religious center in Jerusalem is for me a modern metaphor of the religious movement: something is happening not in the center of the church, not in the middle of the religious elite, but on the periphery of our interest. So far as our imagination does not reach so we could see the manifestation of God's life in new and unusual forms. Therefore these revelations have to be served in different ways and often so that the Central Church would awake from its dogmatic sleep. Then we can experience the miracle of new life and we will be able to proclaim it with new and original language, full of wonder and excitement. I just don’t know if I will live to this last phase; but I do know that at the periphery of the Church the miracles of Resurrection sometimes really happen. 
Amen
