THE POWER OF GOD AND DEBORAH
Introit: For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. (1 Cor 4/20)

Posting: Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.    

Text: Judges 4/1-16

Why did disciples follow Jesus? Why did Zebedea´s brothers leave their father alone and leave their family business and follow Jesus? Why did Mathew stand up, leave his tax office where he had been and follow Jesus? What was attractive on Jesus? Why  Andrew, Simon´s brother, left  John the Baptist and went with Jesus?... Why?... Because of His interesting words? Because of His friendly character? Because he promised something to them? Or did he say something what they had never heard before?
If we read the Bible carefully, we find that Peter and John followed Jesus after a night full of hopeless fishing and then sailing again according to a Jesus instruction. They spread their networks by day when fishes did not take into and there were so many fishes  in their networks that they began to tear. Andrew saw the Holy Spirit like a dove when Jesus Christ had been baptized. Mathew had his tax office near the place where somebody had brought a palsied man… And the palsied man walked from there on his own. Why then did the disciples get up and follow Jesus? … Because they met the power of God in Him.  
Why should people come to our church? Why should they trust in God and accept Jesus? Because we speak here nicely? Because we have a nice chapel?  Because we smile nicely at them? Because we have refreshment after a worship? Because there are nice girls and proper guys? Oh, yes, somebody may come here because of these reasons. But after that they leave us again similarly as crowds drawn after Jesus and they left Him again. The answer is the same. If people have to trust, to be born again,  they have  to meet the Power of God in Lord Jesus Christ.

Is thus the Power of God among us? Do we have the Spirit of power, love and discretion? I want to ask you: when you believed , did the gospel come to you only in words or also in the power of the Holy Spirit and in assurance? Is the power of the Holy Spirit present here? If yes, our testimony of faith only explains what it is necessary to do for salvation, but the faith will be caused by the power of God itself. If the power of God is not among us the words will not convince anybody.

Let´s pray for we to serve somebody for his or her rebirth. After all, the rebirth is a miracle of the grace of God.  Nicodemus   says:  “Impossible.” But Jesus says: “nobody can do these miracles except God be with him.” Brothers and sisters, we must get out of the boat of  our certainties which are in fact so uncertain as the boat in the lake of Genesaret and get on waves of the power of God where Jesus´ hand is safer than all our boats. We have to trust in the power of God. We have rely on the power of God in our lives. To believe in intercessory prayers. To strengthen ourselves as we can see That invisible. To rely on what we hope in and to be sure because of that what we cannot see. God strengthens such belief of ancestors with His testimony. 
Today let´s have a look at Deborah the prophetess. For twenty years Israel was oppressed cruelly by a genus of Canaanites with Jabin the king and Sisera, the captain of his troops. At that time Deborah the prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth  judged in Israel. She used to sit down under the Deborah´s palm between Rama and Bet-el  in mount  Ephraim.  Israelis came to her to judge them. We do not know who was her husband. We know only his name, not more. The Bible does not know his acts. They were not full of the power of God. They were not worth writing in the Bible.

And Deborah? A woman in an extreme patriarchate? How did she get such a significant role? A judge of  people! Something similar to our president of the Constitutional Court!  Maybe today  but at those days? The people should not probably have elected her! Women at those days did not sit under a palm between Rama and Bet-el. But they were at the stove, among children, near the well, in the garden, among sheep. However Deborah had her post under the palm where many Israel used to go to her. She judged people´s disputes and conflicts  for many years and gave them advice in the wisdom of God. The Spirit of God rested on her.  The Spirit of power, love and reasonableness. “For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.”
One day she heard the word of God: “Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men.“ She sent a  message for Barak, a son of Abinoam  of Kedeshnaphtali and urged him: “Hath not the LORD God of Israel commanded ”. The Barak’s answer is stunningly frightened: “If thou wilt go with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go.“ The answer of  Deborah is pragmatic: “I will surely go with thee notwithstanding the journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the Lord shall sell Sisera into a hand of a woman.” It does not matter to Barak. He did not want to be famous or have honour because of it. He wanted to survive and Israel to be free  from slavery. His faith was too weak to believe that the Lord would have given him such a strong enemy. After all, that scoundrel Jabin had 900 chariots of iron!  At the time when only the king and several magnates in Israel had  iron troops.  Jabin and Sisera owned 900 iron chariots! Ancient tanks!  It was not possible to burn them, to shoot through, javelins broke of them, swords got blunt at them. How to win? “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.“

Today the Bible says the same to us. We have our Jabinos and Siseros, too and powerless troops against their powerful iron chariots. We are similar to Barak, too and deal similarly to Ruben how it is written in the following chapter where is Deborah’s victorious song. Yes, we also desert fights as Dan generation had and who rather hid in boats.  Or like Ruben who dealt too long and did not send his men into the war. Or like men from Asher generation who did not help in the war but stayed in safe, in their sea bays how it is sung in Deborah’s song.  We are frightened, too , we have weak faith, too, we are desperate after so many years of oppression, too and we are not able to believe in victory. We are satisfied, too. The sin has spread out onto unprecedented width. Elder people who are among us do not remember so much violence, arrogance, selfishness, ignorance among people at their time as it is today. But “Asher” is having a rest in his bays. “Ruben” is dealing with him. And “Dan”? “Dan” is staying as a guest in foreign ships.    
But do not be frightened.  We have not only our “worries” and “rest”, we have also our “Deborahs”. Our heroes. We have also Benjamin, Isachar, Nephtali and Zabulon generations who follow their Deborah. “They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought against Sisera“ is sung in Deborah´s song. We have the word of God which is heard here or there through a woman, a child or a beggar. The voice of God which will honk into a war like a trumpet. Into the war where a man fights against himself, against his sins, his addictions and selfishness.  It will honk into the battle against  illnesses, suffering, domination of money and greed, envy and selfishness. Into the battle against unlove, unfriendship and hatred. Into the battle against domination of darkness and greedy lusts of this perverted time, who and which have been enslaving us for twenty years and making us enslave to our greedy big shots with accounts in Swiss banks, flying in their planes onto their feasts and parties. Against Jabinos and Siseros whom deputies make laws on their order to and do it by such a way not to be punishable and could put our country into debts.
It is easy from our point of view to fall into the idea of social revolution. Relief from oppression is often relief from certain big shots, too. But when Jan Zizka called his impregnable town with the same name “Tabor” as it was a mount from where Israel people won over Jabin, Sisera and 900 iron chariots it was not only a revolution.  Not only victory over his ”big shots” as the Swiss Court. Much more it was  the victory of frightened human soul, of “hardly believing” man over his own despondency and over the loss of the idea of the power of God and majesty. It was chylliastic Hussite movement, not revolutionary. They burned with love for Jesus. Not with revenge. 

At that time when Deborah lived  faith was born again. The faith in the power of God, in God’s help, in God’s majesty and in God’s glory. At that time those people got to know that God did not make differences between a man and a woman, that their Lord was in heaven and did not take a side to anyone. That there were no Jabinos and Siseros. Big shots and barons. They were given with the chance to defeat heroes by the Lord. They found their strength at the Lord and in His great power. “They put on the whole armour of God, that they may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore let´s take unto you the whole armour of God, that we may be able to  withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Let´s Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith we shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And let´s take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;And for us, that utterance may be given unto ourselves, that we may open our mouths boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,For which we are ambassadors.“ (paraphrased)
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. How a man can be born again? 
If the gospel comes to the man only in human words only „a big deal“ could be  as a consequence of it. But the gospel changes our hearts and turns our  mind if it comes in the power of the Holy Spirit and in assurance.
The disciples followed Christ when they see the power of God – water changed into wine in Caana ,  networks full of fishes on the bottom of the lake of Gennesaret, palsied who stood up on his own legs…. “For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.”… In the power of God. The power of God is annunciated by us. Amen. 
