Key of the Son of David

(David’s key)
Rev 3:7-13                     



The church in Philadelphia initially lived with the feeling that there is an open door to preach the gospel to all people, Jews and heathens. But in the 90ties of the 1st century Domitian became the emperor and demanded all the inhabitants of the empire to pay him godly tribute, what Jews and Christians rejected. Judaism was a permitted religion; its followers once received the privilege not to worship other gods. Christians, however, immediately became the target of hard persecution because they weren’t protected by similar exemption. Who confessed "Jesus is the Lord" and didn’t proclaim Emperor the Lord, was imprisoned and executed. At that time, it seemed to Christians that all the doors are locked. Under the weight of circumstances the choir in Philadelphia split. Some cleverly began to pose as Jews, although coming from the heathens. They began to sanctify the Sabbath, observe circumcision and everything that was perceived as typically Jewish. They thought that even so they can think what they want. Probably like today's "secret Christians" who don’t want to get in trouble, and convulsively make sure that they don’t differ and that their relationship to the church is secret. Others didn’t cover. They were still meeting in their homes to celebrate their Lord and commemorate His cross, resurrection and the hope of His second coming. Angel of the Lord refers to John in Revelation to the first Christians as the assembly of Satan and dictates a letter to the others, persecuted. And in that letter he talks about the open door which no one can shut, in spite of everything that the church is suffering from. The One opened it, who received from God the key of David, the key from death and the underworld. And so that persecuted crowd would believe the content of the letter, he introduces himself as the Holy and True: as the One who cannot lie because is the Truth himself.


Open doors are always and at all times image of the opportunity that lasts. So the door would remain open and opportunity would last, can secure only the one who has the key from them. The key which can ensure the doors against arbitrary slamming. They are: 1) the doors of the church to the people and 2) the doors of this world into eternity, into God's eternal dwellings. The one who has the key is Jesus. He keeps the door open, even if His Church is confused by everything that the world may afford to it with immunity. He has it in times when it seems highly unlikely that the Church would have open opportunities to the testimony.


ad2) These doubts and painful questions (where did the power of Christ left; why the Lord, to whom belongs all the power in heaven and on earth, doesn’t defend his people and allow its faithful to be like sheep going for slaughter) weren’t the specialty of small Asian churches at the end of the 1st century. Also we asked them in the recent past time, although in the red totality was the rule rather bullying, intimidation and discrimination of believers, not their execution. And after 40 years we saw that the red empire which wanted to let die out those who profess Christ collapsed like a house of cards, while the church is still here and even wiser than before the era of oppression. It was a rare experience, but after 2 decades it has also faded. I think that every church needs a new assurances that they are not close to its ending, that the Lord is still working, that He counts with them in the presence and in the future and leads them into it. That the Lord holds in His hand the key of David. Our church is not an exception. After all, the Holy and True who never lies and fails, also speaks to us. The one in which God is with us. One who had redeemed us through the cross, and thus had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them. He, whom God the Father raised from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. That, under whose feet God has subjected everything and gave Him as head over all things to the church. And when in his letter stands: Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, it is absolutely certain that our time is not over yet and that in the starting year there’s a new opportunity before us.


You can argue that the letter was not addressed directly to us, but to the Philadelphian church, which proved exemplary faithfulness in persecution. And you can ask whether we can measure with them, whether we are like them, so we could appropriate the word and it wouldn’t be an outrageous arrogance. I can tell you on this that our Lord doesn’t have a short memory and he certainly hasn’t forgotten actions of those who resisted intimidation and persecution during totalitarian regime and also those who stayed realistic after the revolution. 


Letters for 7 small Asian churches were written first of all because He is faithful to us and wants to lead us to his heavenly wedding feast. And that’s why it’s not rude and inappropriate to count on the fact that He also has put before our church an open door which no one can shut. This open door means primarily for each of us quite personally free access to God which Jesus won for all sinful by his sacrifice. And no one can close that because what happened on the Golgotha cannot be changed anymore. For the sacrifice of Jesus Christ we are always dear to God and in His name we’ll have a direct line to Him as children to their father. No one can change that, even if trying hard with the help of all the horrors and repressive elements of the world. This, however, is accepted by faith and faith is from hearing. And so God by his power always arranges that everyone could learn about the open way to Him. He opens the door so there could be a church that doesn’t forget the cross and resurrection of Christ, lives from it and testifies to others.

ad1) and then open door to the church also means frees way to the people, free way to perform the mission of Christ Embassy in the world. It’s worse to believe that. Each of us has experience with people avoiding anything associated with God and the church. Some of us have even the painful experience that the attempt to testify Christ separated them from their loved ones. So what open door to testify when everything around is drowning the voice of God, quiet and gentle? And yet it is so, as was true in Philadelphia at the time of the hardest persecution of the Church. Jesus has such power that in His name everything becomes an opportunity: not only pleasant and beautiful things, but even those most unpleasant.
The members of the first church in Jerusalem became blessed instruments of spreading the Gospel as refugees from persecution. The ancient Church learned that the blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church. That those who in times of peace weren’t convinced by the public speeches of preachers, were amazed and convinced by inner strength with which Christ's faithful went to their deaths. Even our grandparents experienced in the postwar era that for the church is always better when it’s not associated with world power, and people are brought into the church not by coercion or fear, but faith. But I don’t want you to think that opportunities come only through the evil that God changes into good. Everything can help us to know what God calls us for, what door he opened. And sometimes He gives us a signs and turns the circumstances in which we say: "Yes, this service opens and waits for us."

One last note: we must pass through that open door. And that is sometimes a problem. Our fear stops us: we see the open door but we are frightened to step into the unknown, dare to trust God. Or we have a complex. We say to God: "but I'm not on this, find someone better", like Moses or Jeremiah. Fear and complexes are very dangerous; they can steal us the whole future. So the first aid we should ask from God is not changing conditions, but help in the fight against our own fear and self-deprecation. And we find that in His Word, where we hear: "Do not worry, I'm around, I love you and I fight for you. You can appreciate yourself, you're my child, you're priceless to me, the price of life of my only Son. If you feel like you cannot do anything, then know that in my service you will be connected to a great source of strength and wisdom: to my Spirit." And when we let us be free from fear of the people, changes or our own weakness, when we put aside laziness and self-deprecation, then we walk through those open doors and this year our lives become filled with opportunities. When we use our gifts, this church will be preserved, it will become the spiritual home of other people and the Lord will add to it every day those who are to be saved. 
Amen

