CLOSE TO GOD

2 Chron 7:1-3 ; John 12:3-6 ; Hebr 12:18-29



After Solomon consecrated the temple, the glory of the Lord came down and filled His house. What was it? The light of God’sholiness penetrating into the human world.It meant that the Lord was close! Revelation of thisglory was so powerful that the priests couldn’t enter the temple. After the temple was filled with glory, we read: "Then the king and all the people offered sacrifice before Jehovah. And king Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God."


Unimaginable to us today. King sacrificed 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep! "And the glory of Jehovah filled Jehovah’s house". Our churches are sanctuaries of formality rather than God's presence. Where is God? Where is His unlimited creative power in our assemblies?
When was the last time when our elderly or I were unable to stand and serve because we were overcame with the glory of God? Such was the God of the Old Testament. And Christ surpasses the Old Testament! God’s closeness is even more famous in the New Testament thanks to Him. We read today the words from a letter to the Hebrews, that "here we come into the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable hosts of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaketh better than that of Abel..."


The Jews from theOld Testament knew that God is holy. That was theirvirtue and problem at the same time. Virtue because they feared to sin.Problem because they didn’t dare to come closeto God as a Father.Through the blood of Jesus, God opened us as Christians the way to the sanctuary of His presence. Our temptation is that we don’tsee anything important in His blood. Who got free, lostcarelessly. Paul wroteto theCorinthians:"For he that eateth and drinketh, eateth and drinketh judgment unto himself, if he discern not the body." Understanding God's holiness is one of the main reasons why the church of the first century had such power in Jerusalem. Christ's followers, Jews by birth, knew the holiness of God's law, but as Christians inthe heart they experienced God's grace. They personally knew the perfect sacrifice of the Lamb who came to fulfill the requirements of the law.


Many Christians around the world profess forgiveness of sins in Christ, but their experience with God ends here. Abraham was supposed to sacrificeGodthe most precious he had. His beloved son Isaac. Solomon gave 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. Mary of Bethany poured ointment of pure nardon Jesus' feet, a wealthy young man had to give everything to the poor and follow Jesus. This is not a commandment. It is not God's requirement. It’s a manifestation of what one experiences in God's closeness. Everyone who is getting closer to God gives everything he has.


When John the Baptist looked at Jesus, he told his disciples: "Behold, the Lamb of God, thattaketh away the sin of the world!"Who is Jesus? Do we know that? When John the Baptist saw Jesus, two men full of the Spirit of Godconfronted. At this meeting we can see the true greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Who was John and who was Jesus?


Jesus testified that John was "more than a prophet". John openly saw the spiritual world, he had an insight into the mystery of God, but also human – he saw into human hearts. John's baptism was more than immersion into the water. He required public confession and fruit of justice. Historians say that John's uncompromising, powerful service brought nearly a million people to repentance. Large crowds were leaving their towns to get baptized by John.


But when Jesuscame to John's baptism, even before the heavens opened, John saw something that exceeded even his standard of justice. He looked into Jesus' heart and saw no sin, no lies, and no impurity. John saw the level of holiness of which he never dreamed and is calling in amazement: "I need to be baptized by you." When John saw Jesus, he found the level of justice that with its purity exceeded all his previous ideas. Face to face to Jesus, John cannot do anything but say"I need... I need..."It’s the same with us. Every time we see Jesus, revelation of Christ's purity reminds us of our own needs. Jesus is becoming an answer to everyone who calls for holiness and power in their lives.


We must not allow our thoughts about God to become asunchangeable as only God alone is. The Lord wants us to be embedded in Him, not in our thoughts of Him. The kingdom of God is not religion. It's still growing, all-encompassing relationship with Jesus Christ. If you feel that God and religion belong together, you're wrong. Always remember this: "In paradise there was no religion!" Similarly, in the holy city there will be no temple. The only temple in which God wants to dwell on the earth is the temple of our own bodies. There will be no religion. Only the relationship, and the relationship again. Nothing but the relationship and the relationship and the relationship! God doesn’t want us to serve something as small as our limited human conception of God in the temple. He is bigger than our idea of ​​Him.


Knowledge is important but is only symbolic: it’s just a reflection of reality, not its essence. Our thoughts are useful but are unable to embrace the kingdom of God. Jesus even said about the Bible that:"Ye search the scriptures, because ye think that in them ye have eternal life; and these are they which bear witness of me;and ye will not come to me, that ye may have life." (John 5:39-40) Our lives don’t come from the Bible, theycome from Jesus. Those who wrote the Bible wrote it in order to testify about Him. They wrote it as the Spirit of God led them to bring us to God so we might obtain eternal life in Him. Gospel of John ends with words: "But these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in his name."(John 20:31)If we really want to understand what they wrote about, we have to find whom they found. We don’t seek knowledge, we seek God! We don’t long forinformation; we long for to be close to God. 


The Lord is bigger, more amazing, more powerful, and more famous than we know. He is God and He’s "doing what he wants." (Psalm 115:3)


The true eternal God cannot be shared with the false idols of this age. We cannot serve two masters. We cannot have in our lives His holiness and power together with other masters whom we serve. TheHighest won’t share His glory in our hearts with anyone. We cannot stand in His presence while He’s just a sheet of paper with some learningfor us. We cannot have His holiness and power in our lives and not to have Himself. And if we are not continually transforming into His holy and powerful image, it is quite possible that we serve an idol. Idol of false knowledge.

Amen
