WITHOUT HOLY SPIRIT WE ARE HELPLESS

Mt 10:1-16
Acts 2:1-13, 37, 41

In chapter 2 of the Acts we can see how it looked like when the promise fulfilled and the Holy Spirit came to the Apostles. So the apostles now have all the information, they know everything. They know the whole gospel. And yet the Risen Lord says them to wait until they are literally clothed with Spirit. And when that happens, it is at once clear that God doesn’t seeonly words underthe term evangelization, but also His power, which He shows: "It's not just more information, but here it is true God." When we take it step by step: The first miracle: "Rumble". Get people together. The Holy Spirit can arrange itjust like that. He’ll convene the audience. It's hard to say what happened there. But the result is that the people gathered themselves. They were attracted. The second miracle: "Gift of tongues". Ordinary men of Galilee, common craftsmen, simple and uneducated, speak in many languages ​​and people understand. And they speakof the great things of God. What could they do by themselves? Maybe address only some small group. It is the second miracle in which the disciples have no share. They just open their mouth and what they speak are God's things. But they don’t participate in that. And then there is also the third miracle. Possible response to the first two.Consider where it is happening. It is in Jerusalem, justa few weeks after the crucifixion of Christ, who was officially declared a false Messiah, blasphemer, political troublemaker and the sinner. It is sheer stupidity toconfess Christ in this city after a few weeks and say, "He is the true Messiah." That's a shame. And one is in danger and could also have big problems. Yet thousands of people believe it. That is the third miracle.

So that’s how clothing the Spirit into the Church looks like. The complete miracle.And what accompanies the Church on? It literally continues in Christ's service. What we read in the Gospel we suddenly read in the Acts. It is a service with all-in. And the people, the disciples who a few weeks before didn’t understand a lot of things and it certainly seemed that they didn’t intend to continue without Christ, are suddenly alone teaching and healing. And so we can read several such texts, such as Acts 2:43, 5:12-16, 6:8 or 19:11. This is literally Christ's service. What the apostles were not able to do before Pentecost, suddenly works. They continue to do almost the same things as in the Gospel in which says that crowds followed the Christ and He healed and removed demons. There’s no difference. The Church continues. So the real evangelizationis not just words. Jesus also did not only preach. Let's be honest. His service was very interesting for people because they could see God's power on Him. If He was only talking, He would be a good teacher, but there were plenty of those. Jesus' ministry is almost miracles of miracles. Not to entertain people, but to see clearly, "Here is the man of God." "Here is a clear God's prophet.” "Now, through Him speaks true God”.

We might be afraid of miracles, but they are part of evangelization, part of the call of our New Year's motto: "Go and preach that the kingdom of heaven has come near." So I’ll try the following definition: "Evangelization means bringing the good news in God’s power, accompanied by signs and wonders." Because even today and also back then there’s a lot of competition in the society.Many religions, many teachings. It's completely crazy what people believe in. And if you want to get people to Christ just by the information, that’s fine, but why should they have the reason to believe it? But if they clearly see the power of God, along with the Gospel, they’ll find what they haven’t seen yet. And when a man makes sure of God's existence, he immediately hears the gospel differently, not only the information.

How the society perceives us at all? The Church then, after the outpouring of the Spirit, was respected. People sought it. They saw: "There is something going on there, they can help us. There really is God."But in the minds of the Czech nation, Christians are rather religious organization which has its buildings, staff, and rules. Its incomprehensible rituals and customs.Some moral.Special kind of closed bunch, often for older people or for very troubled people, or vice versa mentally simpler people who can still be gulled.And of course for the helpless people who cannot handle their own lives so they need the church to decide for them. Czech society perceives Christians often as absolutely useless. And moreover who want money from the state. They also see the history that is not very pretty. But only few people would probably say today about the Church: "It's a bunch where reallyis God, where miracles happen and where it is clear that if we seek God, it's in the church." This negative view of the church is a picture of how we live. Maybe we really ended at Calvary. Maybe we often return to the cross, and that is where Czech churches ended. That is the sacrifice for sins, and that’s where the Lord God had ended. Now we just have to live on somehow. But God did not end there! Therefore, Christ is the second step, but here’s the third: "The Lord God as the Holy Spirit."Because without God's Spirit the Church would be very incompetent.Through Him alone God confirms His authenticity. By clearly showing: "Only I can do this. Onlymy church can do this."And He will do so in a way that people will just clearly see the difference. The difference in which the church is on a completely different level than other imitations. That only the Church has the power of God.

So if we care about good representation of God, if we want people to know Christ, if we want to follow this year's New Year's verse, we have to reluctantly accept the fact that God chose how to present Himself to people, where the words are accompanied by the power of God. That He doesn’t want to do it just with words. Only with our good endeavors.It sounds nice, but we are not able to represent God well on our own. We cannot show Him. We cannot preach about Him. But He wants to do it through us. That's just great deliverance from the effort, when we are trying to somehow break people and chat them up. The Holy Spirit would like to do it His own way, but He needs you to do so. And He needs you to open to Him, to give Him the space,not to be afraid of Him, but instead to receive the Holy Spirit as the best thing you can do for your unbelieving surroundings. Not to try hard and get sweaty, but to give space to the Lord God to gain them through you. This is a huge relief that it's not your evangelization, but it is God himself who would like to evangelize through you. Don’t be in His way!

So, don’t be afraid of God's Spirit. God decided that He doesn’t end at Calvary, but that He will get thesacrifice ofHis Son to the people His own way. It is through Him, as the Holy Spirit. Relief is that we are not the ones who create it, but thank God that we are (in a good sense) merely fellow workers of God. Maybe you will chat up someone. But more effective is to find the Spirit of God, whom you once hid somewhere, invite Him into your life fully, with the fact that you want to count on Him again. Believeagain that it is the Lord God himself. Again with great fear and the fact that it is not "something" but "someone". It is God himself. Tell in prayer: "I want to see you, the Holy Spirit evangelizingand attracting people, how you show you're a true God. I want to count on you. I don’t want to be alone anymore. Because I cannot save people, but you're the specialist."I believe that we will get to the point where we are very pleased that He’s here and that we will happily count on Him in every moment and that challenge: "Go and preach" will not be a burden, but a great joy combined with amazement. 

Amen
