WITHOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT WE ARE POWERLESS (part 1)

· New year watchword 2013  –

Mt 10/1-16 (mainly Mt 10/7: “And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand..“

Our church have been given by this verse for 2013. It is written down in the Bible at Matthew the evangelist. It is in written in a larger number of Jesus instructions´ context. It is expressed at the moment when Jesus releases his disciples into the world to get training. I think that the Lord wants to speak to our church  with the whole section for this year. Not only with one verse-verse 7 extracted from the context. A surrounding context reveals  us “the power” we should bring the message to the others with.

The God´s power has been coming among us in the person of the Holy Spirit. Today we will not speak about “how”  it has been coming but  “why” just the Holy Spirit. We will have to accept that the Holy Spirit is not any charismatic spectre but it is theLord God personally who knows very well why He is in the wold in the form of the Holy Spirit.  Why He did not finish merely on theGolgothabut He decided to continue  His actingjust as the Holy Spirit. Firstly let us  look at the Old Testament – Ezekiel 36/22-27: “Therefore say unto the house of Israel, thus saith the Lord God; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went.And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes.For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.” There is addressed the question of  “a good presentation of the Lord God”.How to organize with this good presentation people to be able to know “there is the real God here”. To reach that the Lord God decided to make such  a major change in God´s people just with the Holy Spirit. Israel was not be able to represent the God well without the Holy Spirit. They were not able to lure people to the God.That is why this God´s decision is here.  I remember it because not to concentrate too much on particularities but on that important one. To represent the Lord God well He did not let it up to us however He took it on Himself.

Try to define evangelization. What is it? A good news transmission?A presentation of  God Himself – how He really is? Yes. So it is more a verbal expression. A handover or transmission of good news information. That is true that under “ as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand..“we may imagine the verbal transmission. And that is the reason why I would like to speak  about the power of the Holy Spirit today. Probably we agree on the description of the gospel by Paul the apostol in the 1Corinthians chapter 15. Basically it is about Christ: “The Son of God who descended onto the earth, He was born, lived his life here, was sacrified, buried, resurrected, entered the heaven. Mainly He is the victim for our sins.” So this is the gospel which we have to transmit.This message to convey to the people. Yes, this is the gospel. However the question is if this is the evangelization, too.  If the Lord God did not imagine under the challenge:”Go and preach…” something wider, something deeper.  Let us open the end of the Lukas gospel from the verse 46. Luke 24/46-49:”And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.And ye are witnesses of these things.And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.”

After Jesus had left back home the disciples had all the necessary information. They knew who He is, they knew the whole gospel. Despite that the Lord God did not leave to serve them. There is that important sentence: “Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.” That is the reason why I dare to say that the evangelization is not only about the verbal expression. If it were so the disciples would be able to go immediately after the Ascension of Christ. They knew everything. They knew  who they had the honour of. They knew that He was the Word of Life which they could have seen and touch. They knew what had happened   on the Cross. They were witnesses of the resurrection. Witnesses  ofthe ascension. Nevertheless Jesus did not leave them to serve. Because, frankly speaking, what would be Christianity only in words. It would be on the same level as plenty of religions and opinions. We would only transmit another sum of information. If the disciples only spoke they would be one of many. But the God´s presentation wants to be different in this world. If the Lord God lets to know to people they have to understand: “The real God is speaking.” This is about knowing of the right God. This is not only one of many religions. Something more here goes. To imagine it let us use some examples. Maybe not accurate, maybe good, we will see.

     Have you ever ordered movers? Mostly we expect some strong men. We expect musclemen who are able to move a sofa and a family, too. They may not notice that there are sitting a couple of people because they have lots of energy. Now imagine that a firm sends you two guys. One of them is sitting on an arm chair and a disabled pensioner is pushing him. They come to your house and say that their  firm has sent them to your house. I do not know what you would say to them. Probably you immediately call the firm that today it is not the Fool´s Day. You expect something different but not guys disabled to do their work.

     Another example: I do not know if you  have ever experienced a robbery or have had something to do with the police. Imagine that somebody crawls into your house. You call the police. They come. “They really come.” But instead an action they put out a manual and start discussing about what problem it is and which manual is the most suitable. They are discussing ….. while a robber is robbing your house and they are talking and solving what way  it would be the best for solving your problem. After a while you do not know if they are serious and ask them :”Why do not you enter there?” and policemen answer:” Well , we are scared. We have never  done it before. We only have training and manuals so you cannot ask for more from us. Once upon a time there was a policeman who was brave and not scared however we are not such. We will advise you but do not expect any action of us.

     Another similar example: Imagine a car crash.A car broken down. A driver inside is bleeding. It is necessary to cut him out with scissors to get him off the  car. A fire brigade come. A wonderful fire truck. You expect some action but nothing happens. Firemen are going around, they are talking what would be good and what happened. And when you ask them: “Guys, why are not you starting, this man is going to bleed out.” They answer:” Well, we have never used our stuff we have just driven  the truck. Anybody has taught us how to work with that.”

     In all three cases we would not use service of guys who know only theory but they do not help us in fact. This is a picture of the church without the Holy Spirit. Because “humanly” we do not have  what to offer to the people. Just information.Just ourselves. And we can just hope that the Lord God will listen to our prayers and something will happen. But we often live in such an interesting schizophrenia that we talk to people about a giant God, about great stories from the Bible, about an enormous power of God.  And then when they ask:” You do it in the same way, don´t you?” we answer: “Well, you know……We do not raise the dead neither we are  able to exorcise demons. And … we have problem with healing a bit. So we namely give advicewhat pills to take but a long time ago it really used to happen….”And  of course people do not have a taste to  come to such a God.  As they do not see the power of God, as they do not see that it is right. They can just see another theory, other manuals. Because without the Holy Spirit we do not have anything to perform. Without the Holy Spirit we are powerless.

And it is good. It is good that as humans we do not have any power. If we had such power people would not follow the God but would follow us. And we would become idols. If we ourselves had something to perform it would not tend people to Christ.  They would see some super-individuals. If I preach about the power of the Holy Spirit today it is not about “how it is possible that we do not make miracles”. It remains in force:”Thank to God that we do not make miracles” . As we do not have to make them. Nevertheless miracles have to happen. God still , even today, wants to present with  His power among people. Not just with theory. But the Holy Spirit has to execute the power. Not through angels from heaven however through ourselves. Through yourself and myself. You do not have to compete what you will perform. Stay calm. Calmly sit down at ease, have a rest. I spoke about what God was doing. Not what we should do. Next Sunday we will look into Acts, chapter 2. How was it when the Holy Spirit came and dressed up into the disciples.Or the disciples into the Holy Spirit.We will see better why they had to wait and not to leave just with information.   

Amen

(Note: English quotations are from  the KJV Bible. Translator)

