By the Bethesda Lake
Churchand its diaconate

John 5/1-9

Dear brothers and dear sisters! In this story John the Evangelist  takes us to a Jerusalem pond called Bethesda. Instead of  silent fishermen lying by the lake there are just sick and disabled people who are lying there.  It probably looked like in our long term diseased hospitals  (in Czech so called  “LDN“). In such cases the weight of human misery falls on us. Frankly speaking we visit them just when we must.

However Jesus went there even if He did not have to. He did not have any grandma or uncle there. He turned there when He was going to a festive worship to a temple.  He came among diseased people intentionally but not to heal them all. But to show them that Lord God takes care about them. At that time people were convinced that if somebody was ill it was because of his sins. Nowadays we do not think so simplistically. However every diseased  feels lonely and abandoned, unfairly affected and he asks himself: ”Why just me?”

Jesus´ coming to the Bethesda pond is a clear message: “ Neither disease nor handicap reduce the value of human life.” Jesus came to give freedom to people who bear heavy burdens or suffer. But not with healing them all. But so that they can see God´s help in Him. Ultimately it is not about being here on the earth steadily like deathless people. It is about us to know God as That Who takes care about us, who comes among us, into our miseries, illnesses, pain, sufferings. Nowadays we think that we can be happy just as healthy people but it is not the main. The main is to know That Who has keys from the life and from the death. To know That Who has power to save our souls. Our story wants to show as the help occurs.

The Bethesda pond was a special place. A miracle was awaited there. There was a natural spring on the bottom of the pond and water infrequently sprang from it. People believed that the first man dived into a geyser would be healed. It sometimes really worked as many other miraculous springs. But can you imagine it? Those crowds of people waiting for a miracle! Just the fastest one had a chance. Just the one with the sharpest elbows. How those ill had to look at each other? What hostility with which they had to say to themselves: “Who of them will overtake me again?”

Any order was kept in Bethesda. Everything depended on power and speed. Disabled could rent a slave who took them to the water. But those who did not have money to rent a slave or unselfish relatives was not eligible to healing. Do you think it is cruel? Yes, but such is the world. Or me or him. Yes, miracles are usually cruelly unfair. Jesus came to the world to refuse and cancel this law of stronger and richer.  Somebody might expect that He would heal everybody. Instead it he healed just one although there were tens of similarly affected. 

It is essential who He chose. It was not that the most pious, the youngest or that who first came to Him.  Jesus healed a man who was on that sad place for the longest period of all.  The worst case. At that time thirty eight years meant almost the whole human life. Such a man could not imagine that he  could be healthy one day. And a hope for such people still exist.  If there is a hope for them it means that there is a hope for everybody!

The first that Jesus told that man was not the command: “Arise and go” but the question: 

“Do you want to be healthy?” Imagine that your doctor would ask you such a question. It would be a ridicule! Does a diseased man long for anything else besides to be healthy? Doesn´t  a prisoner long for freedom?  Doesn´t unemployed think about anything else except to find a job and lonely to fall in love?

And yet a man step by step get used to suffering and reconcile it. Outwardly he complains but inside he gives it up progressively. No, it is not a sin. It is a human weakness and misery which Lord Jesus has come to fight with. The church and its diaconate want to fight with it in His name, too.

When a person wants to change his  situation he will not succeeded if he seeks problems only in the others. Someone usually overtakes us. There will always be someone better, smarter or richer. But who has known Jesus knows that the problem can often be in himself. Jesus shows that it is particularlyme  who has to mobilize my forces and not to complain about the others. I must want and  fight with my disease. We do not like hearing it. It is  simpler to say: “Nobody has helped me.”  What we often lack is our own will and courage not help from the others. Jesus came to awaken and encourage it with His word. As well church and diaconate has been trying to do so. Our task is to awaken courage, motivation and zest for lifein people. 

This story is also remarkable that there are two kinds of miracles side by side. One of it is-  we say - natural.Bethesda waters from time to time  stirs themselves, ill people throw themselves into them and someone sometimes gets miraculously well. But only those the fastest and the richest. Let´s wish them it even if they have may overtaken us.

However we know the second kind of miracles. We know another help. And it is for everybody. Jesus shows the way to a change not for a couple of chosen but for everybody. That chose of the longest diseased man at the Bethesda pond He wanted to show that even the longest suffering ends one day. Jesus came for us to give up feeling sorry for ourselves but to start doing something. But this way is harder. Waiting for a miracle and complaining is more comfortable. To trust Jesus means something totally different. To face obstacles and troubles  withan opened visor.It will be difficult and even lengthy. But it makes sense.  Jesus does not ask the man if he is a believer. He asks if he wants to do something with his status quo.

Jesus came to arisen us from ponds of our hopelessness and show us a new way. He tells to each of us in the figurative sense: ”Rise, take up your bed and walk!” Take up your troubles and sufferings and do not let get you down. You always can deal something with your situation. It is never late.  God will give you power to manage it. Church and diaconate have taken the task to follow people similarly like Lord Jesus  and help them. But not so that they throw them to the water and wait for a miracle.Real miracles do not happen in the water but inside the man. In our hearts.Through our will, belief, desire and determination. Jesus is able to awaken this hidden power. That Who leads us to this place. Himself either waived for praise and thanks.Amen.

