ABRAHAM’S GUESTS

Gen 18:1-15

To prepare forthe Easterholidayswe readthe stories ofAbraham as mentionedlast SundaybyBenjaminKaleta. Abraham was aman whosefaith andlife belongsto thoseexamples thatare worth following and can inspireuson ourjourney through life.

One daythree guestscameto theAbraham. They appearedsuddenlyin front of histentinthe middayheat.They hada taskto givea messagefrom the Lordto Abrahamthat hiswifeSarahwill get pregnant. Anyone whoknows thestoriesof Abrahamknows thatthis messagewas oneof the most importantinthelifeof Abraham. But let’s lookatthe wayby which LordGod gives this message to him.

LordGodspoketoAbrahamseveral timesbefore.In Ur ofthe Chaldeans Hehadtold himto leave.After several yearsin the city ofHaranHe toldhimto leaveagain.Then,in a country wherehe was travelling to, Hesaid thatHewill makea great nation out of him.Later,God madea contractwith him.Wheneverthe LordspoketoAbraham, it was an extraordinarymoment.Also, whenthe LordpulledAbrahamout of troublein Egypt, it was a greatfuss. Orthe victory over thewarriorking,orthe destruction ofSodom.All thiswas God'svoice andliftedfinger on whichthere was nodoubt.

So thatvisitof three men seems like a big contrast. It takes placein silence,quietly, without opulence. And it wassuch an importantvisit.One wouldevenfail to recognize thatthey wereGod'smessengers.Everything thatAbrahamexperienced with Godto this timewas directedto thispoint.ThatchildlessAbraham andinfertileSarahwillhave a son from which there will be a great nation.Everything thatAbrahamdidin the meantime was in the expectation ofthepromisedson. And whenthecrucial momentcomes, "D" day, when Sarahissupposed to get pregnant,here comesomethree men,as ifnothingspecial was going to happen.
But it seems so just to us.It is notsoinGod's eyes. Godis the Godof thunderandlightning, court, anger, earthquakes, whenthemanis draggedin his lifehereandthere, butwhen it comes to"reallyimportant things," He comesto usasordinary people.Discreetly, quietly, without pompandwithout power.

Abrahamdid not overlookit. Abraham isa man of faith. He is not fooledby banalityandordinarinessof comingof threeunknownmen.He immediately recognizesGod'smessengers.The biblicaltextdoes not suggestanything that wouldtell us how Abraham knew them.This "nothing" is important.There was nothing that would identify themas God'smessengers.Nogloriole, no sign, no specialwords.And in additionjustas ifthey wantedto move on right after.Thisshyness, rush andordinarinessappearsalso in other placesin the BibleonGod'smessengers.For exampleGideonalsomeetswith God'smessenger who he mustcajoleandimploreto stayandnot left.Alsothe Son of God, Jesus Christ, comes quietlyandnotrecognized by many.

Why isGoddoing this?Because wemustknowHis actionsin our lives.Because it’sup to uswhether weinviteHim to ourtable,whetherwe willpersuadeHimtostaywith us. Whetherwe will preparea feastfor Him, whether we’ll have time for Him,whether we’ll put everything else asidejust tobe with Him...Why isGoddoing it to us?Becausehe doesn’t wantourinterest in Himto beforcedwith glareof flashes,thunderrumblingof an earthquake orheavenlychoirsof angels. Because it hasto beour decision,our interest, our recognition ofthe importanceof things, our time thatwe give Him.

Why Abrahamdidn’t missa momentof God'svisit? Because he wasa manof faith.He was awaitingthe Lordevery dayin ordinaryeverydayaffairs.He dailytalkedto Himin prayer.He dailypreferredthe things of GodandGod's willin his live.Because he hadhisreceiverstuned onfrequency oftheGod’s waves.Because thepurposeandaimof Abraham’s life was theLord.Butnot just because of this!
It was also because Abraham didn’t despise ordinary people. He didn’t look down on ordinary pilgrims who passed him. Many Christians awaiting for God today live with head in the clouds and shoulders highlyabove the other people. Such people do not recognize in pilgrims the messengers of God - God's angels. Abraham apparently applied an old Czech proverb: "Guest into the house, God into the house." I think it weren’t the first guests to whom Abraham opened his tent andtreated them.

Don’t make excuses saying that thosepeople hadmore time andfewer opportunitiesto meet people. That they didn’t havethe news andwere thereforecuriousto hear the news frompilgrimsfrom other regions.It'strue,but the truthisthat therogueshave livedinthat time too and there was no police orlaws toprotectmanand peoplehad toprotectthemselves.They oftenbarelyescapedwiththeir own lives saved.And sothey had theirreasonsnot to truststrangers just as wenowhaveours.Time is alsorelativevalueand individualmatter.A person hasas much timeashe wants.And for what he wants.Andalthough todaycrowdsof strangers are flowingaround us, it is as ifthey were notflowing, because they only pass by.It isagainentirely up touswith whichof themwe will stopandsit down"under thetree".
Abraham invited them, treated themandtalkedto themin the shade ofa tree.And not justlike that.Offer ofwashingfeetwas a demonstration of homage. Offerof breadwas expression ofhospitality.The sentence: "Please donot passYour servant by" is persuadingthepilgrims tostay.Whenthey replied, "So do as you have said," Abraham wentforSarahand lethermakedoughfor the breads.How manyshould she do? We read...that theflourshould be3 measureswhich is 3x12in ourlitersorkilogramsof flour.36 kg! It was notonly some"biteof bread." It was afeastfor the wholehouseof Abrahamand hispeople.It was supplyof breadpreparedfor the pilgrimson their next journey. Youngbeautifulbeast, it wasa feastfor all.Feast aboutwhichwe read in the Biblethatmanshould dowhen celebratingtitheand rejoicesfromitandthe Lord.Butter, milk, those weredelicaciesthat peopledidn’t eatevery weekday.

Wetodayhavea pragmatic, fast-lived life in whichwe sometimesmakejoy to ourselves.Yes,to"ourselves".Butdo we knowwhatit is "to please the other"?Do we knowthat thejoywe preparefor othersmakes ushappierthat what wedofor ourselves? The tithe was the feast which man made​​fortheother, buthad benefit from ithimself.It wasthe joy ofthe Lord.Thetitheisthe whole communityrejoicedbefore the Lord, from the Lord, andbecause ofthe Lord.Abrahamis preparinga feastfor ordinarypilgrimsin whichhe recognizedGod'smessengers.Andthewhole Abraham’sHouse is celebrating.The apostletells us, "For by this some haveentertained angels without knowing it."AndJesussays, "But when you give areception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, since theydo not have the means to repay you". Godcomes to us intheirpantsandtheirshoes.

Andthey carriedsuchan importantmessage!Message ofallmessages.MessagethatAbraham'swifeSarahwill get pregnant. Sarahhears itand laughsandmessengersareoffended byherlaughter. Sarahfeels sorryandashamedto havelaughed, but it wasreallyfunny.Andthe sonwill be called "Merry". Abrahamand Sarah werealreadyin their senior years,how couldthey have a baby? Sarahhashad noregularcycle, andAbraham wasold man. Who wouldnot laughatthe information thatthey willhave a baby? But the answerofGod'smessengersis disarmingby theirquestion.It's a questionthat shouldremainin us, "Is anything too difficult for the Lord?" Whatseemsstrange, difficult or impossibleto ushumans,for the Lordis not a problem. Whatis the problemfor Godare us andourdistrust. Our littlefaith.Ourdoubts.Ourlack of interest inHisthings.But infertileold womanhaving a babywith an old man, it’s not a wonder.
Let’s ask whetherthis or thatisawonderto the Lord. But notthisor thatwhatwe wouldlike, but whatHewouldlikefor usandseemsimpossible for us.He has preparedsomethingelsefor everyone.We mustfind a way. Scripture is the map, prayeris the indicator. God sendsa guide, Holy Spirit,anda mediator, His sonJesusChrist.Also toAbrahamcamethree men,three guests... Andin all three wastheLord. 
Amen
