ABRAHAM IS LOOKING FOR HIS SON´S WIFE
Mathew: 6/31-34: 31Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.33But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.34Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
Does the text mean that we do not have to do anything? Will it be done itself? No, Jesus says do not   worry about tomorrow. We should  act a lot. We should look for the Kingdom of God. It means to live for God to like. For Abraham that meant to have been active  his whole life even when he was old. He looked for a wife for his son, he took care about future, about the Kingdom of God.

Genesis 24/1-28

Homily: Abraham can evaluate – he is at the end of his life. Similarly we are at the end of the school year and we can evaluate, too. We can take a lesson from Abraham.
What can as old man as Abraham give to young people who are full of strength? He is very old, has son, but Sara has died. He has gained a small piece of earth – a small grave site. People think about such things when they think about the end of life. Abraham is at the end, too. His son Isaac will be alone soon. How Abraham postpone the God´s promise to his son? How will be his son after his death? So Abraham tries to do one more task in his life. He wants to find out such a wife for Isaac who will understand why Abraham left his place of birth a long time ago! The wife who will be ready to go to the unknown place with her husband as Sara with Abraham at that time. If they are  two for such a difficult task they will be able to do it! That´s why Isaac cannot marry a Canaanian woman who professes  different values.

It is not  a question of nationality or culture but a question of faith. It is very difficult to explain. It is not about matrimonies of believers and non-believers, protestants and Catholics. It would be very perfunctory reading. Isaac must have the wife who will understand and support him. She has to understand why not to settle down among nice but a bit depraved natives in Sodoma lowland. Why to go into „worse“ conditions but with God´s blessing and mercy. There are many things important for choosing a really good partner.

For example if I would have chosen a wife who liked luxury holidays and who said:“ Yes, I like you, but I would like you to be a lawyer or a businessman. But you will be a pastor and will be poor the whole life!”
So the difference is not if Isaac choses a gipsy, a German or a catholic, but if she will be willing to live an uncomfortable  life and wander into a promised land. Abraham was not like Lot who longed for a permanent place in Sodoma. His „promised land“ was similar to our „kingdom of God“ at present. A bit in the earth and a bit with prospective into the future. It is about directions, about what is important for us, about the direction of sailing in the sea of today´s world. If Isaac finds the wife who does not have the same values as he, he will have to give all his energy for their relationship to stay together. That´s why it is so important what Isaac´s wife will be. Who will a marriage servant bring home?
And what about the present? Holiday starts and our children and grandchildren will stay at various kinds of camps, at English camp… and we ask similarly to Abraham: ”Who will he or she bring home? Who will he or she meet there?” 
Abraham tries to give us the wisdom that the matrimony depends much more on the faith than on love. At the beginning it seems that the love is more important but if they profess different values they will not even agree on what is love for them, what is important for them.

Abraham is thinking about all this. And because he is old, he sends the marriage servant for a wife for Isaac. And again there is one word which is very often in the Bible: GO OUT… Leave your land where you were born. Go out into onto Moria land. And now not the Lord God says go out but Abraham. Abraham says to his servant: go out. Abraham relies on God´s leadership. He hopes and he doubts , too. Will  she want to go with the servant or not? Is there any aim prepared by God? 
We often have doubts, too. Particularly when we evaluated our life, our journey. And so Abraham servant says: “ If it is totally wrong, I will bring your son to your homeland at least.” At that moment Abraham  collected all his faith and screamed: “You mustn´t do it!”
We sometimes  have doubts in our faith however we know that we cannot go back. If a man or a woman does not marry a good, the right partner it causes problems but it is better than to lose one´s faith. And just an above mentioned return to the father´s land and other gods would mean for Isaac to lose the Lord God. That´s why Abraham repeats twice: “Do not take my son back!”
When we are upset and desperate that we fail in our life it helps to remember God´s promises and acts. At that moment Abraham remembered that the Lord God lead him from his homeland, talked to him and swore that he would give the promised land to his descendants. And so he says to his servant: “This God will send His servant before you. “  Abraham has just experienced the Lord’s support. He has counted three blessings for himself and for his servant: “The Lord led him out, spoke to him and swore him.” “This God will be with you so you will be able to bring a wife for my son.”
As regards our children´s partner we should be firm in our faith, too. Abraham believes that everything will end well. But only to have a wish is not sufficient. Abraham always fights. It is a spiritual fight. He acts, too. He sends the servant. 

Nowadays we choose partners without help of other people. That´s why it is more difficult for us. We have to bear consequences of our decisions. However similarly to Abraham and his servant we can turn to the Lord.
There is something special on this story. It is some kind of “co-operation” of a man and God. We cannot exactly say what has happened because of us and what because of the Lord God. But the most important is to stay in touch with the Lord God, to search his will and  to speak  to Him. 

We can read about Lot in the Bible. If we forget to thank and forget to search the will of God we will lose the meaning of life and become desperate. It happened to Lot.
What can we take from today´s story? Surely we do not have to choose partners for our children. Some of us would like to do so but it is not written in the Bible. But everyone who chooses has to make his choice with God and according to Him.
About parents we hear that even if a man is old and at the end of his journey he can be an example for his neighbourhood. Abraham made good war of faith even in his advanced age.  Abraham overcame doubts and stayed a spiritual authority for his servant and his son, too. Spiritual wisdom does not depend on age. (e.g. Maria accepted the promise of God but Sara laughed at it.) The spiritual fight takes place in each age. Abraham in his late age thinks on the future – on the Kingdom of God. He knows that when he dies his work will continue. It is not obvious...

Abraham does not have to be afraid of death because he sees farther. In contrast to unbelievers he has a view of faith. He believes that all our effort, suffering, old age and death is a part of a greater journey  which exceeds us. And one part of our journey is a suitable partner for our matrimony. Abraham clamps to God and so he is strong enough to make his war of faith. And it is a successful fight. Even when he was without Sara he was a part of a big fellowship and family. Even the Abraham´s servant belongs into the fellowship. Abraham gives him his courage of faith.

Even we can support each other on the journey. In this Abraham´s faith we can step into the time of holiday. With assurance and view that the Lord God will prepare everything what we need. Isaac needed a wife. We can pray together with Abraham: “Lord God, the God of my lord Abraham, please, give me what I need and do the mercy.” Amen. 
