4th LENTEN SUNDAY – Laetare

Laetatus sum eo quod dixerint mihi in domum Domini ibimus

Introit: “I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1
Tradition of the Church: The basic tone of the Christian life is supposed to be incorruptible joy. Therefore, even now, in the middle of Lent, fasting is briefly interrupted by this Sunday which is called "Laetare": "Rejoice!" The text is taken from Isaiah 66:10: “Rejoice, Jerusalem! - Laetare Jerusalem.” Rejoice that God ​​reconciled the mankind with Himself. That is the reason of joy for all of us during the period of forty days in which we commemorate the suffering of the Son of God.
Sermon Text: Luke 11:27-36
The text that we read was chosen by our Church for this Sunday from the recommended 40 days with the Bible. I wouldn’t choose it for the preaching but because the elders agreed to it, I have to preach it. I would not pick it because I didn’t find a personal address in it. But this doesn’t mean anything because we know that God speaks to man in many wondrous ways. Maybe by some donkey or big fish. Even rocks sometimes call with the voice of God, the more any biblical text. It depends on us, on our silence before God and on God's will whether he wants to speak to us or not.
The text is in a context where Jesus revealed something from the world of the spiritual powers. He told some interesting information about how it is with the spirit of evil and his friends. Also about how it is with a man who wants to get rid of those bad friends and as its end is sometimes worse than the beginning because although he gets rid of his demon he will not invite the Spirit of God into the heart. So for example the human obsession will come back after some time and will bring along some other friends so at the end a man feels worse than at the beginning.
When Jesus said this, a woman from the crowd, fascinated by his words, blessed mother of Jesus. Jesus does not reject this very hardly, but with the word "but" he doesn’t completely agree with the woman and determine the blessedness to someone else: to the learners and actors of the word of God. It is clear that the membership of the family of God’s children is given not according to the family unity, but to the attitude we take to the word of God.
Respect for the mother of Jesus was an issue in the early church. And hence from all the words that Jesus ever said exactly these words were written and we read them. We can understand them "orthodox way" and "catholic way" as other blessedness of Mary that we find in Luke it the very first chapter. But we can also see it as the overloaded veneration of Mary in the early church and which should therefore be defined as Luke wrote it. It leads us to wonder if we are faithful. Faithful "after the mother" or "after the father" or just because we have obeyed God's word.
The text continues and I imagine that the Lord Jesus sighed when he had to correct that woman from the crowd and thought about who is actually listening and obeying the word of God. He knew who he was and knew that he came into this world incognito. Yet this is not a mitigating circumstance when Jesus' listeners will be compared to listeners in the city of Nineveh when Jonah preached there once the same words as Jesus. They both said: "Repent because the kingdom of God has come near." John the Baptist said it as well and warned his listeners. Jonas once even sat under a gourd not to miss the time of the trial and to enjoy it properly. But Jesus knew that God's court will be enforced vicariously on him. All three of them – Jonas, John and Jesus announced the same words: “Repent.” But who will listen? And here is the paradox that Jesus pinpoints in today's text: People from Nineveh with incredible humility bowed the pride of their great city of ancient era and repented. Crowds came to John to get baptized as a sign of repentance. Queen of the South came from the uttermost ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, but here is more than Jonah, John and Solomon, here is the Son of God ... AND NOTHING?! Why? Because we read: “This generation is a wicked generation; it seeks for a sign, and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah.“
The sign of Jonah, as we can read from other passages, is the stay of Jonah in the belly of the whale and Jesus’ stay in the grave. This stay was three days and two nights for both of them. It was truly an extraordinary experience and not a common sign beyond our understanding and our ability to explain it. Who would believe something so incredible? Jonah survived in the whale and dead Jesus survived in the grave from which he arose? We are not supposed to have easier thing to believe. No easier sign. But just this. Either believe or let go. It’s a challenge! This is a tough one to believe. With that one must grapple. To the high targets you must go through the high challenge. It's only up to you.
The third part of today's text: About the light and About the eye probably does not follow the previous text About the sign of Jonah. I think that it introduces the next story and the fact that it’s front-ended to the following story. It's a story about a Pharisee who invited Jesus to eat. At his house Jesus watched the anxious care with which the other Pharisees cleaned their hands before eating and with which they studied the food which they gave to their mouth. And so in this introduction Jesus deals with all round recurring topic: What defiles a man?
Jesus says that it is not what we put into the mouth and what then goes through the digestive tract into the manure. But that it is what comes out of the mouth. What one says and what’s going through his head. So we know which way it goes out - by mouth, but we don’t know which way it comes. And in today's text he deals with the question of which way it enters a man, if not by mouth together with food. And the answer is: Through the eyes!
What an amazing answer. Little is known about neuroscience, little about the brain, little about the link with the brain centers and eye hemispheres and other matters important to us. And yet Jesus said something that from the empirical observations of life immediately gave the crowd the truth... EYE! Through the eyes a man receives most sensations. Through the eye most of the knowledge of the world comes. "What the eyes don’t see, the heart does not hurt." The eye is the gateway of what fouls a man and then it comes out through the mouth. The eye is like a light. The eye reflects your soul like in the mirror. The eyes can light up or haze over when hope goes out. The eyes reflect surprise and disappointment. The eye is a mirror of the soul. The flash of the light in your eyes is specified by what you were looking at last years. What you were watching. 

You cannot hide your eyes. The eyes reveal you. Light from the candle does not light under a bushel but on a candlestick. The first thing that incoming people see is just that light. The first thing others will see is your eyes. In them he will read who you are. Eyes don’t lie. “The eye is the lamp of your body; when your eye is clear; your whole body also is full of light; but when it is bad, your body also is full of darkness. Then watch out that the light in you is not darkness. If therefore your whole body is full of light, with no dark part in it, it will be wholly illumined, as when the lamp illumines you with its rays.”

How, my Lord, may I have your light? How can my vision be clear? So that I will not look at bad things. That I will not want to see evil. So that I will turn my eyes away from the violence, wickedness and iniquity. Exactly in the spirit of the words of the Apostle to Philippians: “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.“
I want to end with the apostolic challenge from the same letter and the same place in it: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Amen
