The Angel
Matt. 1:18-24

Good morning, I am glad to see you all. It’s Christmas and Christmas as the Bible tells of it is not filled with shopping malls but with—angels. We have somehow ceased to see angels, God’s messengers, in our Christmas. In the Scripture passage we read that an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and told him what to do… and Joseph was at peace. The voice of the angel helped him understand that Mary had not been unfaithful and that the baby she was expecting had been predicted. Joseph knew the ancient prophecies about the coming of the Messiah by heart; the angel simply added to what Joseph had known from the Scriptures, and Joseph was at peace.


When was the last time that we were calmed down by an angel’s voice? When was the last time that a revelation of God’s messenger made us change our mind like Joseph changed his, made us understand a situation, made us see what to do and how to go about it? Nowadays when we don’t know what to do we say “Google is your friend” or we call our friends. That’s not bad but with our one question in the beginning we end up with ten others at the end. But when an angel of the Lord explains, such explanation always answers even the unspoken questions. It speaks even to hidden fears and secret desires. When an angel gives an explanation, we don’t need to ask more questions. We could, but we don’t. We are satisfied.

Let’s look at Joseph. It is written: “When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.” At that time this was no easy thing to do. To accept a pregnant woman as your wife was, socially, one of the hardest things if the child was not yours. Remember that this was a time when, according to contemporary legislation, the father of the bride kept the sheet from his daughter and son-in-law’s wedding night as a proof of her virginity. This he did in case his dear son-in-law wanted to “return” her in the future as “damaged goods.” These things happened. When a man wanted to divorce his wife he looked for all possible reasons to do so, just like people do today. How very similar. Marital contract was to a great degree also a business contract between the bride’s parents and the future groom. That’s why Mosaic law says straightforwardly and without hesitation: “If a man takes a wife and, after sleeping with her, dislikes her and slanders her and gives her a bad name, saying, “I married this woman, but when I approached her, I did not find proof of her virginity,” then the young woman’s father and mother shall bring to the town elders at the gate proof that she was a virgin. Her father will say to the elders, “I gave my daughter in marriage to this man, but he dislikes her. Now he has slandered her and said, ‘I did not find your daughter to be a virgin.’ But here is the proof of my daughter’s virginity.” Then her parents shall display the cloth before the elders of the town, and the elders shall take the man and punish him” (Deut 22:13-18). You see now how big Joseph’s problems were. We live in a different age but we have our own problems which worry us, and they are not smaller than Joseph’s. And my question is: Where are those angels who would bring us out of them by their word?

Let us notice several things that happen in such cases. We can apply them to ourselves. For example, obedience. Joseph obeys the angel. That doesn’t mean that he is naturally humble and obedient. He obeys because he believed what the angel told him in his dream. Now here is a problem. Let’s call it a “dream.” We cannot trust every dream we have. Even back then one could not trust every dream and every idea. Sometimes our dreams are just silly. We ought to beware dream books, horoscopes, oracles and other silly practices. On the other hand, though, when an angel of the Lord calls, Joseph knows that it is something different. How does he know? How to distinguish one dream from another?


How can we tell? By peace! By peace that passes all human understanding. By peace which comes when the voice of the angel of the Lord is revealed. By peace which fills our mind. This inner peace has several elements: explanation, understanding and seeing things in context. As I said, when we meet an angel, we don’t leave with ten new questions. Instead, the one question that worried us has been fully answered. We don’t need to ask more questions. This is how questions are answered by the Spirit of God who came to Joseph in the form of an angel.

When we are surrounded by this heavenly peace, we calm down and we feel enormous joy. This joy then becomes a source of courage to act. We read: “When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.” And we don’t need to ask: Where, Joseph, have you found the strength to do something so hard? The angel was behind it!


What Joseph did afterwards was really very hard. It wasn’t just about what other people would say. Joseph himself was concerned. His heart was concerned. His cultural or traditional ideal of his future wife’s innocence had to break down. That is just as hard as if you wanted an Adventist to eat ham or a Jehovah’s Witness to receive blood transfusion or a Hindu to order beef bouillon. Or a Jew to help you clean your house on Saturday or a Czech to trust his government. There are things which certain people simply cannot do and there is no discussion about it. None of us has the strength to overcome such traditionally unchangeable paradigms. Joseph didn’t have it either. And it is not, by the way, always wise to try to change a person.

Our specific traits make us who were are. Our principles make us recognizable to other people. They give us our identity, taste, flavor and the purpose of our existence in the world. And yet there are times in human life when we must overcome our own selves. 


Joseph heard, understood, believed and obeyed. What helped him? He had joy and inner peace that filled him after he had seen things in the right light and believed it was true. Do you want to overcome your own self? I do not know if you should. It might not be always right to do it! But if it is something that should happen in your life, then you need a revelation of God’s angels. In our own strength we can plan neither an overcoming of our very nature nor a meeting with an angel. And yet such things do happen to people. So what can we do? We can work on our problems with God. We can bring our troubles to God. We can open our case records to God. We can confess our sins to God. We can commit our worries to God. As Psalm 37 says: “Commit your way to the Lord, trust in him”; or the book of Proverbs: “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.” 

How do we do this? Well, we must do our part and God does his part. One cannot be without the other. Half of it depends on us and half on God. Man must want to meet God, and God determines the time and place. Many people want help right here and right now, quickly and immediately, and that’s why they cannot meet God’s help. The time and the place of a meeting with God is never determined by us, but always by God. Man determines the first half: expectation, listening, willingness to believe, decision, obedience. When we have all this together, then we wait… and it happens. David the psalmist knows it. He says in Psalm 42:5: “Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.” 

We are impatient people. We often rather do something ourselves, without consideration and without good results. That’s because we don’t have patience to wait a little for God. Waiting has a purpose of its own. Remember how, as children, we waited for our birthday, for Christmas, for the summer break, for mother to come home from hospital. Those times strengthened our joy, courage, perseverance, will and other qualities which we later found very useful.

The age in which live has dramatically un-taught us to wait. Its motto is the word “immediately.” Such age leads us away from eternity. It makes us focus on the ephemeral joy of the present moment. That’s not completely wrong but it is only one part of the joy that we can experience in our lives. The other, and greater, part has to do with hope, waiting, desire, expectation, unfulfilled and still cherished wishes. 


Joseph and Mary wait. For what? For the fulfillment of God’s promises. For the birth of the Son of God. All moms and dads wait for the birth of their children. They cannot go to a store with babies and pick their baby immediately. Pregnancy is a time full of expectation. We say of a pregnant woman that she is “expecting.”


Advent is a time of preparation, a time of expectation for all of us. Expectation is often more important than the Big Day itself. And so, let us please believe with Joseph, believe not only in angels but believe in God’s voice, God’s Word, God’s coming into the private and public history of our life and our nation. For “unto us a child is born.” Amen.
