Oculi – 3rd Lenten Sunday – sneezy
Oculi mei semper ad Dominum

Introit: My eyes are continually toward the Lord, for He will pluck my feet out of the net. Psalm 25.15

Folk Lore: This week people wished each other no sneezing because they believed that sneezing starts plague – they greeted each other with "May God help you!" There was also a tradition saying that how many times someone sneezed this Sunday, so many years he will live.


Tradition of the Church: In Latin this Sunday is called Oculi according to the antiphon from Psalm 25:15: Oculi mei semper ad Dominum: "My eyes are continually toward the Lord, for He will pluck my feet out of the net." In the Lenten period before Eastern we discover our sinfulness, confess our guilt and appeal to God's mercy.

Sermon Text: Luke 8:40-56 – Power over Death - Resurrection of Jairus’ daughter
1. This miracle is very close to all parents. The bigger children are, the more we find out that in many situations of life we are just reliant on wonder. That even though we try really hard, there are certain limits, limits on our efforts which we cannot cross.
Premier Iszak Jewish rabbi once said: "I am a realist, that’s why I believe in miracles." He simply stated that the miracles should be natural and inseparable part of life. And that life without miracle is not thinkable. That to our efforts, which are needed, must be added miracles. Our efforts cannot do without miracles such as a miracle does not happen without our endeavor. Expectation of faith is an integral part of any rational-minded person.

In other words it means that faith is not just an extension of normal life, but it’s an inseparable part of most ordinary situations, fights, matches, and every effort.
2. Jairus was not a religious mystic living somewhere in the mountains. He had his family, he had his social position. He was the superior in the synagogue, which meant more organizational work and responsibility. He was therefore more synagogue administrator than priest. And this man, when he didn’t know what else to do, he went to Jesus. What kind of audience did he choose? A written request? Or did he send a servant? Did he stay in a queue and wait for his turn? Did he ask the Master if the had a time? No, no, no... Nothing like that. It is written: “He fell at Jesus' feet, and began to implore Him.”
Jairus was not a hero of faith. Jesus said about him: "I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel." The words were spoken to someone else and sometimes else. To the Roman centurion. Jairus apparently didn’t come to Jesus immediately when his daughter’s problems arose. He seems to come as often we go: It was only when he had nothing else to do. Until it was too late. Only when he exhausted all other options. Only when death trembled in the balance.
It is certainly not an example for us to follow, but it shows us one thing. That Jesus didn’t say to him: "Jairus, Jairus, why you didn’t come earlier, let's hurry, let's catch up on what you neglected?" On the contrary! We read that Jesus didn’t hurry. He was delayed by a woman from the crowd who secretly touched His garment. Maybe he examines Jairus’ faith. Perhaps he thinks: "Jairus, when you had enough time, so now I have enough time."
3. But I don’t think that Jesus really had enough time. That he, being the Lord of life and death, doesn’t have to hurry. That the Lord Jesus doesn’t hurry because he won’t miss anything. Because there is nothing in the world that would exceed His power. It's just us who think that the mills of God grind slowly, that if we milled them, it would be better and more righteous. But that’s not true.
4. Notice now the woman who secretly delays the whole suite going to the Jairus’ house. It's a woman who doesn’t blaze abroad her health problems, but rather hides them. The fact that Jesus has published her case doesn’t mean that we should solve problems and issues of the others publicly. The Lord Jesus has published her case exceptional and for quite another reason. He was not only true God, but also true man. I am convinced that the Lord Jesus really didn’t know about the sick woman in the crowd and that he was really looking for her! The sick woman took Jesus' healing power on her own by touching Jesus. Jesus didn’t have to decide whether or not to heal her as in the earlier case of the leper. Even he is surprised that the power to heal went from him. And so he asks: "Who touched me?"
And at once we have "surprised" Jesus. Jesus, who always knew everything in advance and now he doesn’t know who touched him. Jesus, who didn’t know in advance that someone took healing from him without his knowledge. And it happened! What are we reading about? What does this mean for us? And for the church today? ... I'm afraid to say it. It means that between heaven and earth exist things that we may take from God on our own. Do we take them? It remains in effect that if we receive something from God’s hand, it is just and only the mercy of God... But in addition, at the same time, there is this second aspect of faith. The aspect used by the woman in the crowd or by the widow in another tale about persistent prayer. A woman who touched Jesus just took what she needed without Jesus knowing about it. That’s how it happened whether we like it or not.
Example: The best is an example with children: Children in the house of their father take everything what’s in the house. Even though it is their parents. Although they did not obtain it with their own hands. And they don’t ask many things, whether their father agrees with that. They know they can. And another time they know that they cannot and must not. After all, the Son of God said: “I'm no longer calling you servants because servants don't understand what their master is thinking and planning. No, I've named you friends because I've let you in on everything I've heard from the Father”… “And the glory which You has given me, I gave them”… “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name”…
5. What is the "right to become children of God", about which we read in the first chapter of John’s Gospel? It is not only about having mercy pity or a roof over our heads. It is also - to take in my new home what I need. The woman in the crowd touched Jesus and took his power to her healing. It was a touch of faith! And it was also a touch of power of the child of God. She was a daughter of God; therefore she was allowed to touch the Son of God for her healing. Have you ever touched Jesus with the same touch?
6. Does it also speak to us? Does it refer to us? How far are we from Jesus? How far are we in the crowd that is following him? Do we even see him? Or not anymore?! Are we satisfied with walking in a crowd that once went with Jesus? What if Jesus isn’t in front anymore? Shouldn’t we check it? What if we lost him on the way? Would we recognize that? It's nice to walk with the crowd which once went with Jesus. But the woman wanted more. She secretly got through the crowd to touch Jesus. She wasn’t satisfied with her place at the back. And when she was close to him - she touched him! And she took what God's children can take from home of our heavenly Father. Healing!
Open to God! Count on God! Expect Him daily! Ask for His miracles. Believe in His help. Rely on His grace! He says: "I will never disappoint you!"
7. Jesus doesn’t disappoint even when everything is already lost!
And suddenly they heard a terrible cry: "Jairus, Jairus, don’t trouble the Teacher anymore. Your daughter has died! She's dead!" It's the end of all days. And yet - where for a human is already the end of all days, there sound the resonant words of Jesus: "Do not be afraid any longer; only believe, and she will be saved."
In the word "saved", which Luke wrote, is not just a promise of resurrection. It is a word used with much wider significance. Word expressing eternal salvation and salvation in general. Jairus couldn’t know after Jesus' exclamation whether his daughter will still live on this earth. But he could believe that she will be saved for eternal life. Jesus' statement: "She’s not dead, but sleeping", means salvation.
8. Jesus’ exclamation is the cry of hope for millions that are spiritually dead. I want to end with famous: "Maid, arise!" So shouted Jesus to all the dark spiritual powers. He shouted to the death. He shouted against sin, whose wages is death. And he showed all the powers out. They ran away with tears; hopelessness ran away, despair ran away, sin ran away, death as well and dead girl gets up alive and well.
I can not convince any of you to believe that. But I believed and therefore I testify that Jesus is alive, powerful and that he dispenses these powerful wonders. You can interpret it how you want. You can have a thousand questions, but for me, one thing is sure: “Jesus is victorious over death!” I'm not afraid to die, because He once said also to me: "Amen, I say to you, arise!" And I, through the cross of Jesus and His mighty power will be able to rise up to eternal life. Hallelujah! 
Amen
