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SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST - wakes up joyful expectations
- 2nd Sunday of Advent –


Luke 21:27-34
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We are in the Advent time. Advent means "expectation of coming" and the second Sunday of Advent is traditionally bringing a text about second coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Last time we reminded the joyful anticipation of his first arrival, announced by John, called the Baptist. Why shouldn’t we also be happy about Jesus' second coming? Is it because there is a book in the Bible called Revelation of John? Is it because it is called the Apocalypse? Is it because after reading the last book of the Bible we are depressed and despair?
So how do you explain then that the Christians in various times were excited about Jesus' second coming? That people with visions of Jesus' second coming had light in their eyes, passion in their hearts and determination in their minds? After all, they also knew the last book of the Bible and yet they were expecting Jesus’ second coming with unabashed joy and hope. How do you explain that? Were they all bigots? Or were they carried forward by fanatics? They cannot be regarded as fanatics. Their teaching was strongly underpinned by the Bible; they were educated people who wouldn’t let themselves to be carried away by incontrollable river without feedback. And yet, in their sermons and writings was excitement. The joy of Jesus' second expected coming. This expectation was dispassionate and exited at the same time. Balanced and yet full of joyful hope. And we rightfully ask: why is it not here today? Why the thought of the second coming of our Lord and Savior does not glance our eyes and why does it not hold our breath, and why does it not wake us up to do different things than we do hitherto?
The answers are easy to find... Indolence, satisfaction with the company we live in, a secular way of thinking, materialism, love for money, which is the base of all evil... And how to get out of this? It seems, perhaps, that the only way that helps is asceticism. That means "renunciation". But when we see those who chose the path of asceticism, we would not want to go the same way. Expectations of the second Christ’s coming are not so happy or sincere for ascetics. Here in the Czech Republic we are very sensitive to hypocrisy and insincerity. Self-denial and forcing into joy ... no way! So we rather prefer to displace the second Christ's coming out of our minds. We will not bother to do those "horrible things!" 
And this is the way we have to find as to coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is Christianity that does not smell as rot to our surroundings or to us. This is the way to Christ, full of juicy enthusiasm, pleasant emotions, and full of satisfying, joyful expectations. This is the way of Jesus Christ that we, Christians, buried in manure-smelling old rotting debris. We surrounded it with commands and prohibitions and we didn’t notice that this is exactly why Jesus criticized his contemporaries. That “you travel around on sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves“.

Nevertheless, Jesus did not break the law of God. He uses the words: "fulfilled the law." It is understood as “filled with its inner content”, which was emptied by the believers back then. What is then the inner content of God's law? The simple fact that there is no LAW, but only bad translation of the word CONTRACT. The contract between God and man. What then is the inner content of the contract that man and God made? The answer is Jesus Christ again. He says of himself: "I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly." People who met Jesus had the pleasure from the meeting. Many of them have not remember what he said (it was not possible for all to hear the words that he preached at that distance, when there were thousands of people). But they remembered how they felt with him and close to him. How it was - to meet with Jesus. Definitely different than meeting the Pharisees and scribes. It was always a meeting full of hope, joy, happiness and inner liberation. He came as a friend, not as a judge. He came as a doctor, not as a gravedigger. He came as a helper, not as a supervisor. He came as the one who is in the same boat with us, on the same side, bear the same burdens as we, is the subject of the same tests as we are and is involved with the same problems as us. He was born in the same way as we, he grew up on the same street as we and his parents raised him in the same way as us. He's one of us!
The problem then was not to accept him as one of us; the problem was to accept the Son of God in power and glory. Today we have the opposite problem. We believe that he will come in power and glory, as that he is raised and living with his heavenly Father and we do not feel that he’s one of us. That meeting with him delight, that there is nothing more beautiful than to say: "Hi, how are you?" and talk with him, walk him around, spend the night or the weekend with him. You may also join those who are already walking with him. And everything without restraint, with no spasm, no renunciation, no fear of God's anger. Because our Jesus is our brother.

Whoever has this approach to Jesus is looking forward to the time when he comes again. He’s not looking forward that bad people will be punished, but that his heavenly brother will come to this earth again and will meet him again, see him again, they will talk again about how it is on earth and in heaven.

What I preach about today? About the inexpressible joy and unbridled jubilation at the thought of Jesus' second coming. About the warm feeling somewhere inside our hearts when reading the words "heaven and earth will pass away." About straight heads and hearts pounding joy of how the Son of God comes in power and glory.
Let’s think of how the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ may appeal to strangers. Not like us. In us, religious people, comment about it starts reflex mechanisms of fear and concern. But the words were stated also with great hope. Christians were comforted by them. Not scared. "The Lord will come!" – MARAN ATHA was not a magic formula, but encouragement. The same expectations as when a night watchman was looking forward to a dawn, or like a long valley travelers were thinking about when the end of the valley, when they find themselves at the top and look around the landscape.
Brothers and sisters, let’s try to think differently.
AMEN
