DO NOT BE AFRAID; FOR YOU HAVE FOUND FAVOR WITH GOD
Introit:The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. Luke 1: 30 – 31

1. reading: Isaiah 6:1-13 ; 2. reading: Isaiah 9:1-5
The story of callingIsaiah as a prophet is dated precisely: it takes place in Jerusalem in 740 BC, the year when King Uzziah of Judah died. It was a time of very bad relationships between people and the resulting "bad mood" of the people of God. And our text says that the court will start from the house of God. That means that people should clean up at homefirst.

To quote Isaiah himself: “How the faithful city has become a harlot, she who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, but now murderers. Your silver has become dross, your drink diluted with water. Your rulers are rebels and companions of thieves; everyone loves a bribe and chases after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, nor does the widow's plea come before them.” Isaiah 1:21-23
Dear friends, does isnot remind us of something from our presence? In this situation, Isaiah, horrified at the state of his country and his people, disgusted with idealizing of their faith in the Lord and formalizing of the worship, doesn’t hear the words of God's judgment. He doesn’t hear, "Go to another country." He doesn’t hear: "There's no point in doing something here." He hears God’s calling:"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"

God always treats this world through his messengers (Greek: angels). God is looking for people who will be involved on His side, who will bring His values to the society, His rules - Law and Justice –and His will. Sitting in front of TV and complaining is not productive.

Isaiah goes into it. He speaks openly and is not only criticizing others;he’s aware of his own share on the state of the society. He’s aware of his own sin. God, however, gives him undeserved grace and Isaiah hears: "Your guilt is taken away, and your sin purged."For free, just from God's decision.

Brothers and sisters, do you hear the wonderful New Testament theme here? We are justified by grace alone!And Isaiah, free as a bird, full of the grace and freedomof God shouts: "Behold, here Iam, send me!"
He’s not making excuses as Moses, as Jeremiah, as us: I cannot, I'm weak, I cannot speak, etc. In Isaiah we see something like in Apostle Paul: he was able to experience something so wonderful, so big. The experience of forgiveness of sin and the possibility of a new life, a new beginning was so big that he cannot keep it to himself. And so he goes and preaches. And the first with what Isaiah comes among his people is a warning of God's judgment. "You deaf and blind, your heartsarecovered with grease, if you remain like this, you have no chance for the better. You uselessly rely on a miracle; learn to do good, take action against the bully, do right, justice, truth, love! "

These words are always urgent: how many times did the mankind convinced that the rejection of God's word, God's rules, the most important game in the world, namely the game of life, does not pay off? Was not just the last century the worst example in the number of deaths, what human pride, human rejection of the Lord and his orders mean?

But the Lord is not God of hopelessness and so He doesn’t leave His people without hope and without help. So the second with which Isaiah comes are the words of promise: “Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel... The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them.” 
The words that the prophet Isaiah prophesied more than 2.5 thousand years ago are not only about the birth of the Messiah, they are also words of joy to the present days. Deliverance and subsequent joy is not only because the child is born in the town of Bethlehem, but also because this child will save a man from darkness. And not only in year 0, but also in 2012. And not only Jews, but all nations.And not only people with dark skin, but also white, and rich and poor, and abandoned, sick and healthy, both men and women, and children, and old people. People full of vigor and enthusiasm, and those who think they no longer have anythingto live for.

Why? Because you and I found favor with God– the Creator of the universe. When the angel Gabriel visited Mary and greeted her, Marie was very afraid. Angel calms her with words: "Fear not, for you have found favor with God..." He doesn’t say:"Do not worry, it will turn out well."He says:"Fear not, for you have found favor with God." We often say that the grace of God is a beautiful thing, but it doesn’t help us to solve our problems. Angel has a different opinion. He wants to say to Mary: "Finding favor with God means that all your problems are solved before they occur, you do not have to worry about them!" We still separate the relationship with God from our daily affairs. Angel of God gives a direct link between everyday life of Mary and God's grace. Finding favor with God is the heart of solution to all our problems. Finding grace with God is the key to the door of happy and blessed life.

We know all sorts of things, but findingfavor with God means finding a new life. This is critical. There are so many beautiful and tempting paths that lead only to death and no further. Only one path leads to eternal life. It is the way of God. Never stop looking for it! Mary found grace with God and through her obedience the child was born, of whom we read that brought grace to anyone in this world. In Jesus' name we hear the words: "God delivers, God with us, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, Divine Warrior."
This child was not only born to Mary. She accepted the task, but the Bible says that He was born for us.Grace with God through Jesus can find one who believes and accepts the child as his Savior and Lord. He is the promise of new life. New strength and joy.He reconciles man with God. Finding favorof God through the Lord Jesus Christ is to live full lives in reconciliation with God and people. From this life comes blessings and peace.

Amen

