Invocavit – 1. Lenten Sunday, so-called „black or purple“
Folk Lore:

The first Sunday of Lent after Ash Wednesday is called black. It earned the name Black through the black dress, in which women were dressed on this day due to the upcoming fasting. Or it’s also called purple thanks to the purple sacral robe of the priests serving during the mass.

Tradition of the Church:

In the church year in the Christian tradition this Sunday's name is: INVOCATIV, which is translated as: "HE CALLED ME ". And it is the 1st Sunday of Lent. This includes the biblical text: Mt 4:1-11.

The greatest Christian holiday is Easter. For the deeper experience there is the preparatory period - the period of Lent. This is to express the dual character: baptism and repentance. These who are waiting for baptism (catechumens) are supposed to prepare for baptism, and believers for the renewal of their baptism, when they remind it and repent. Believers, therefore we, go out along with Christ to the desert and prepare for immersion into Christ's death and resurrection.

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, lasts for 40 days and ends on Holy Thursday, the evening before Good Friday. 40-days fasting in commemoration of the Lord’s 40-days fasting was enforced in Rome in the 5th century. On Ash Wednesday, the ash was sanctified and remarked to the forehead of all the believers, saying "You are dust and to dust you shall return" (Gen 3:19), that God said to Adam, or the word "Repent and believe in the Gospel" (Mark 1:15). According to the name, the period of Lent was really the period of fasting, i.e. a general abstention from meat and food, in particular on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.

Renewed liturgy of Lent invites us to other forms of fasting: the keener prayer, acts of love, the self-discipline, a spiritual conversion. The preparation for baptism or its renewal is also highlighted. This is reminiscent of Christian biblical texts from the gospels: about the Samaritan woman, about healing the blind man, about the resurrection of Lazarus.

To the 40 pre-Easter Lent days so belong penitential devotions and rituals, spiritual exercises, voluntary renunciation, a reminder of Christ's suffering and the joy of his resurrection. We read the biblical text about the temptation of the Lord Jesus Christ in the desert. Jesus takes on (as the new Adam) the fight against the devil's wiles. Unlike the first humans (Adam and Eve), he wins. He shows that salvation comes, and that evil is defeated by him. Therefore, it is also my victory, as I am Jesus' brother, or sister. He fought for me as well. Thank you Lord for that. Think about it today, in what area should I be inspired by Jesus and say a clear 'no' to evil and to the false approach? Which facts bind me; I hold on to them and need inner freedom? Where do I behave authoritarian as if I am in the place of God himself?

Background: Prior to the temptation in the desert, Jesus was baptized. After the temptation in the desert, Jesus began to preach: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" and he chose his disciples. In Jesus' temptation in the desert we clearly see the humanity of Jesus. He gives us an example for the times we are tempted ourselves. Although sometimes after the temptation we have the feeling of guilt, we should know that the temptation itself is not sin. We only sin when we succumb to the temptation and disobey God, not when this temptation comes. This truth will help us in difficult times to come through and to win over the temptation.

 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted by the devil. Jesus was not tempted in the temple or at the baptism, but in the desert, when he was tired, hungry and alone – so the most vulnerable. The desert is a place of testing, refining, but also the place of God's presence; it is not Satan who leads us there, but the Spirit of God.

3Command that these stones become bread. The evil spirit aims his temptations to the three key areas: 1. physical needs; 2. wealth and power; 3. pride. Even when Jesus was exhausted after the 40-days fasting, he still did not use his divine power to provide food. There’s nothing bad about food, but for Jesus it still wasn’t the right time to take food. He gave up the independent use of his unlimited divine power to fully experience what it is like to have only human options. We also may be tempted to satisfy the normal and legitimate needs by the wrong way or at the wrong time.

6If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, He will command his angels concerning you. When Satan tried to seduce Jesus to sin, he was quoting verses from the Bible. Someone can with very attractive and powerful arguments justify something we know it’s wrong and we shouldn’t do it. Perhaps they will even back up their views with Scripture texts, which seem to confirm their position at first glance.

7Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, you shall not put the Lord your God to the test.“ Jesus answered by quoting the Word of God (Deut 6:16), but here's the word in context, used without any manipulation of the Bible as used by Satan.

8Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms. An interesting comparison is when Moses, before he died, remounted to the top of Mount Nebo, and there he did not look only to the promised land, but to all directions (Deut 3:27): the rabbis interpreted it as a symbolic look to the entire world. In this context, Moses warns people not to succumb to the wealth of Canaan (Deut 8:10-14). Secondarily, the mountain is also a meeting place with the Lord, or for the pagan nations - the worship of the images (Deut 12:2). And that is this temptation: not succumb to the worship of the images, but prove loyalty to the Lord.

 9All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me. In this last temptation we have the key for understanding the nature of all the temptations. It is always a choice between the will of the enemy of God and the will of God. The devil in us wants to stand in God's place.

10Go, Satan! Jesus uses the significant title: Satan, the "enemy" (that is the meaning of the relevant Aramaic word). At first glance the devil is trying to act like a friend (he offers a cheap solutions, as if coming as the emergency aid), but in reality he is the enemy, which takes away from God, from real life.

11Angels came and began to minister to Him. Angels come not only to serve Jesus but also to acknowledge and highlight his victory.

Application: Jesus knew the threat in which he stated thanks to his role as a barn preacher. Each task can be exploited. The higher is the position a man finds himself in, the deeper can be the fall. The more popular one is the more is he in danger of being engulfed by his fans that will prevent him from living according to what he perceives in the depths of his soul. Jesus examined the risks of his mission in detail - he indulged himself 40 days. It was a time of struggle in which he matured, and after it he was able to face his task without having it distorted by his egoistic intentions. The first temptation is coming when Christ is starving after 40-days fasting. 

And the devil said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread. (Luke 4:3). Such temptation is seducing man to eat anything that comes into his way; everything has to serve only to appease my hunger. I do not help others because they are important to me, but because I wish for their affection. I give a lot because I need a lot. Some people turn all the stones into the bread. They turn their work, successes, assets and people in their neighborhood into the recognition, fame, sex or just love, so that their needs were satisfied. But Jesus will not succumb to this temptation. He does not use others for himself, but he manifests his affection, as it is for their benefit. He overcomes the temptation by pointing to other food: "man shall not live by bread alone" (Luke 4:4). He lives from God and from his word. If I have my foundation in God, I can give a lot without asking a lot. I can give because I have.

The second temptation is attacking the image of God. Satan tempts Jesus to demonstrate his divine sonship in the public by throwing himself down from the church ledge. God's angels will surely bear him! This temptation threatens humans living a spiritual life the worst, because it tempts them to abuse their spiritual powers in the sense that they will be regarded as someone special, and they will also start to manifest it outwardly. Such an individual has often a real spiritual experience behind, but then suddenly he starts to speak and behave as if he is the Lord God himself.
Matthew says that the third temptation is power: "I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours." (Luke 4:6n). This is a major temptation that every man knows well: the desire to have power over others. Each of us knows the helplessness very well. We feel powerless in relation to others, our own mistakes and weaknesses, to resolve numerous conflicts. Power - it is a promise that I will have everything well in my hands, that I will never show myself as weak, that I will push others to the ground so I could believe in my own greatness. These games of power are also too well known to us. We know exactly where to hit the others. Where we offend and hurt, that's where we control them; but this power is destructive. We serve to the image and we mistakenly believe that we have everything in hands. In fact, we are just obsessed with power - it dominates us.

Jesus impresses me with the fact that he knows this human temptation, because he experienced them personally and he did not succumb to them. As the tempted he is very close to us. I know that you understand. There are certain temptations that refine us. However, there are also temptations which represent a danger to our humanity. They are those three typical threats that I mentioned, and which Jesus defeated in the desert. But we know that we do not have to be alone in any of them, because Jesus had the same experience. Come to him. He will give us the victory. Amen

