First Advent Sunday

the Light of the World – the Book of  Life – the Son of God´s Coming

Introit:   Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. (John 8/12)

Revelation 5/1-5

Dear sisters, dear brothers we are entering into a special period – the period of preparation for coming of Lord Jesus Christ. Since the beginning of the Church we have called this time Advent. It is connected with those four Sundays which precede Christmas Holidays. We usually imagine an Advent wreath. Step by step Sunday after Sunday we light candles on it.  Each Sunday we add one more candle and the light burning on the wreath is bigger and bigger. This is a very strong picture of the Son of God. Only He has brought the light of orientation - how to go through one´s life and how to live through.

IAfter Jesus had told that He Himself is the Light He added: everyone who follows me will never go through the darkness. This statements reminds the experience from the desert when the light had been given to the Israelites to follow Him.Wherever the light went, they had to follow it. If you want to follow Jesus, the light gives you the pace and direction - not you. If you stay at the same place you get lost. It was applied doubly in a desert. Moreover the word “shall not go through in darkness” does not mean that the darkness won´t be all around us. However it means that the darkness won ´t misguide us onto the wrong way. If the light itself would have a senseexistence of darkness is presumed.  I guess that we do not always reflect these links.

Not long ago I wrongly sold my old car and lost the contract. I read on the internet about bad things which could happen to anyone and which had really happened. Suddenly I realised  a terrible darkness  which we live in. Just a small carelessness and….  (finally  I found that contract!!!). However the darkness is all around us even if nobody preys or troubles us. I see more and more that we get under our skin many things which God does not like. That is why we need light – which means to follow Jesus. It means that  mylife is under the question: “Lord, what do you want from me?” As well as we are not able to defend our children from darkness. But we can direct them to the source of  light. We do not fully  understand that we live in  darkness. We are not able to defend ourselves  from darkness completely however we can defend from darkness having the final say.

Jesus is the source of life. Legalism, lack of belief or theological arguments are not the main things which torment Christians. Most of everything is Jesus who torments them. Whenever when Jesus comes on the stage church gets panic because they are afraid of chaos following His coming. Church traditions and laws tried to tame, to “domesticate” Jesus. What does it mean? If you ask people what does being a Christian mean, they start to talk what they must and mustn’t  do. They shrunk their faith into morality. But is it correct? In our churches there are many people who knows all the facts about salvation. But do they know Jesus Christ? Do we know Him?  Doesn´t misery of contemporary church consist of not acquainting people with Jesus?Hindu MáhatmáGhándí said: “I like Jesus but I don´t like his followers. They do not resemble to Him.”

There are two different theologies – the settler one and the pioneering one. In the first one Jesus plays a role of a sheriff who ensures order and decide who goes to prison and  who not. In a pioneering theology Jesus plays a role of scout who goes ahead and looks for a path for the pioneers who follow Him. A Christian  isor a settler who is afraid of everything unknown and trying not to meet sheriff. His proclamation is :  safety first of all. Or a Christian is a pioneer who follows a scout, looks into the future and longs for a new life. Simultaneously he regrets settlers and he tries to tell them that life on the road is full of joy but sometimes dangerous. If we become settlers or pioneers depends on our image of Jesus. Jesus invites us to become pioneers,it means to exploreHim newly and explore new horizons of life. We are cognizing new spheres which worth  living for. We don´t like the same thing as He doesn´t and we have pleasure of the same thing as He. Why? Because He is our Light which shows us the direction.  Not knowing exactly where we are going but knowing that our Leader is on the right path. In Him we have got our own light.

Church, assembly, Christian who give up on being the light, loses his DNA. When were we a reallight for someone? I have heard about a man who needed advice. He called to  a call centre. Voice is speaking to him: “If you are interested in our products, press one, if you want to know more about us, press two, if you need…. ,press three, etc. etc”.  At the end he heard a message:  “We are glad you to call us, have a nice day.”  His wife asked him:  “Did they advise you?” He answered: ”No, they didn´t but they are very well organized….!  I would be glad  if our church would not have been similar to such a call centre. But If we stop being the light it could happen.

II Coming of our Lord will be different from how we imagine it. Reading Revelation we are involved into a scene which tries to  describe  the end of ages in powerful images. John is set to a status to watch what is going on in heaven close to God. And now he notice something  interesting  – a scroll seven times sealed. What should we imagine under it? In the period of Jesus Christ people imagined that some “ledger” about each person was carried in heaven.  What was written there? Firstly our acts, how a person followed God’s  will and how didn’t. It was an imaginary “report” which could give the direction to man´s future. There was  certain justice in such a kind of imagination because they thought that there were not human beings who were writing  the account book. This formal imagination touches also us –  people living nowadays.

If we would know the content of the book (i.e. what future we can expect)  it is impossible because the book has got seven seals. We cannot cross this barrier. Seven is the number of fullness. This image means that knowing the future is very close  however in spite of this it is unattainable. What will happen to the man we do not know. It is written in the seven times sealed book!  John was full of sadness just because of unattainability of the book. Who is worthy to open this book? He is calling to his first auditors as well as to us because we also need to know, to be close to someone who has the key to the substantial  view into our future. Not into science-fiction future but into “accounting”  one – about our debts and commitments, claims and appreciations.

Just in breakthrough situations when our character is being exposed we can experience nearness of God more than ever.Even if we do not think about the future, when we feel anxious, when we are not interested in it. John looks to the future with both fear and hope. He is interested in it. He does not hide his head into the sand. Let´s  not be  just people of the present, people of experiences and people of moments. Let´s not only vote for four year deputies – for four year future. Let´s look into the  longer future!Let ´s plan it! Let´s try to know what we can expect in the future about ourselves and about the world, too. Let us  wish together with John we looked into the seven times sealed book and knew what was ahead us. Our future should be pleasure for us, not fear!   

However John is standing in front of God´s face – the unholy in front of the Holy. He must be paralyzed and stopped by an astonishment what is hidden underthe  God’s entryinto human history. It is nothing ordinary what we can currently take or be entitled. No, it is God´s Love which has been acting and which has been impersonated. That is the reason why John is crying in the nearness of God. It is a mixture of fear and curiosity, anxiety and hope, fear and expectations. We know ourselves,  we know about our failures, we ask: “How will the Highest judge?” Next to that hope is blinking that He is righteous,  lenient and merciful. And that is why  is important WHO will open the book of Life,who will read in it in front of God. How he will interpret our life in front of God. Will Satan open it? That old prosecutor who day and night is sneaking on  all creation? Will he read about us? It would  be the definitive end. However John and us are allowed to hear a  one of the elders´ witness :…”behold, theLionofthetribeofJuda, theRootofDavid, hathprevailed to openthebook, and to loosethesevensealsthereof“. God , ourFather, knowsverywellman´sheart. Thismessagewhichisgiven to us by oneoftheeldersbringsus a greatencouragement and strengthening – therearenobody and nothingstrongerthan Lord JesusChrist and everythingthatHeinflicts. Though Satan , ourenemy, tries to persuadeuswithvariousarmsthatitisnot so, theSonofGodwillopenthebook, theSonofGod,  whotakesawaythe sin oftheworld. HewillreadfromthebookofLife.

HowHewillreadfromthebookofLifewilldepend on howHeknowsusnow and howweknowHim. IfHeknowsme and ifhemakes a confession in front ofHisFather in heaven.  FirstlyHewillreadwhatiswrittenaboutme and you in thebook, thenHewillcomeforward in  front ofHisFather and willsay:  „I knowhim. I knowher. I havepaidforhim. I havesufferedforher. Hisdebtdoesn´texist. Herclaimshavebeensettled. Fatherwillask: „Who has settledthem?“ And Jesuswillsay: „I´vesettledthem!“

WhenJohntheapostlehearsitheisfullofjoy. Let usentertheperiodofjoy. 

Let´sbringjoythatGoddoesnotforgotusthatHegiveseverythingsubstantionalforourlives inthisEarth and moreover – thatHeopensanswers to us – answerswhichgobeyondthetemporality. Comingof Lord JesusChristwhichis a meaningof „advent“ has a purpose to set ourperceptionfor „Whom just Coming“. Let ourjoyofholidayscomingatthe end ofthisperiodisfull and deep, long-term.                        Amen
